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Chairman’s Comments 
 
I hope you all enjoyed a really great fall driving season. 
Don’t be afraid to continue driving your T’s during the 
winter when the weather permits — they do much better 
on the road! 
 
As mentioned in the last two Newsletters, we planned to 
hold an election this year for our club and asked Mem-
bers for nominations. Although a number of attempts 
were made, we received no nominations for club officers 
and were therefore unable to hold an election. After con-
sulting with current Board Members, there was a unani-
mous consensus in favor of allowing volunteers from our 
club to assume the available officer positions. Thanks to 
the hard work of Martha Ludtke, we were successful in 
identifying a group of qualified personls who have step-
ped forward to fill those positions.  We greatly appreciate 
your efforts, Martha, and we are truly in your debt. 
 
Since some Members who have stepped forward are rel-
atively new to our club, I have agreed to stay on as Vice 
Chairman to help with the transition over the next year or 
so. I will also retain my position as British Car Day Chair-
man until a suitable replacement can be found. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Effective January 1, 2009, Chapter officers will be: 
 
Chairman:  Shaun English 
Vice Chairman:  John Tokar 
Treasurer:  Michelle Cattaneo 
Membership Chairman:  Milton Babirak 
Newsletter Editor:  Tom Carolan 
Historian:  Tom Carolan 
Technical Advisor:  John Wright 
Activities Chairman:  Lin Snider 
Regalia Chairman:  (Acting): Lin Snider 
 
I am very pleased with the new suite of officers and con-
fident they will do a great job in running our organization.  
 
It has been my pleasure to serve as your Chairman, and 
I hope I have met your expectations. I extend my sincere 
thanks to the Board Members who have served with me, 
and I wish the best of luck to the new officers as they be-
gin their terms in 2009. 
 
My very best to all for a healthy and happy Holiday 
Season! 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
   John M. Tokar 
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Club Officers 
 
   Chairman  
   John Tokar 
   4935 Tall Oaks Drive 
   Monrovia MD 21770 
   301 865-1339 
   jtokar51@verizon.net  
 
   Vice Chairman 
   Mike Hughes 
   6623 Benson Drive 
   Alexandria VA 22306 
   703 768-3582 
   hughes.c.m@worldnet.att.net 
 
   Secretary/Treasurer 
   Michelle Cattaneo (Acting) 
   772 Oak Grove Circle 
   Severna Park, MD 21146 
   410 647-6060 
   mcatta6799@aol.com 
 
   Membership Chairman 
   Charley Howard 
   42 N B Harrison Lane 
   Henderson, NC 27537-4029 
   252-492-3418  
   jayhawher@aol.com 
 
   Events Chairman 
   Lin Snider  
  P. O. Box 145 
  Walkersville MD  21793 
  301 845-2567 
   snidelf@aol.com 
 
   Regalia Chairman 
   Lin Snider (Acting) 
 
    Technical Advisor  
  John Wright 
  1640 River Road 
  Upper Black Eddy, PA 18972 
  610-982-0140 
  mogfrog1@aol.com 
 
   Newsletter Editor 
  Tom Carolan 
  1513 Red Oak Drive 
  Silver Spring, MD 20910 
  301-587-8177 
  tjcarolan@comcast.net 
 
   Historian 
   Marty Howard 
   Same as Charley’s 
 
   Chairpersons Emeriti 
   Len and Ruth Renkenberger 
   8245 Ingleton Circle 
   Easton MD 21601 
   410 822-6061 
   renk@atlanticbb.net 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Comments 
 

We welcome articles for the Newsletter from the Chapter 
membership. You can submit them via the email, tele-
phone or “snail” mail addresses shown under my name 
on this page. Articles of technical, historical, or personal 
interest — including yarns, jokes, photographs, ads, etc. 
— are greatly appreciated.  

We also sorely need every member’s active participation 
in Club affairs. Remember, it’s your Club. If its activities 
and events are to be successful we need the assistance 
of everyone, not just a few!! 

Although this mailed version of The Square Rigger is in 
black and white, the full color version can be download-
ed from our Club web site at: 

 http://www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com. 
 

New Circulation System 
 
We have received almost no feedback regarding our 
idea of circulating future issues of The Square Rigger 
electronically to Members who possess email capability. 
As of now, we still have it in mind to do a trial run in 
connection with the February 2009 issue. 
 
Here, again, is how it will work: 
 
Members whose email addresses we have on file would 
receive their Newsletters electronically in Adobe Read-
er’s PDF format, which can easily be transformed into 
readable, printable text with color photographs, etc. An 
application tailored to the requirements of your particular 
computer can be downloaded free of charge from the in-
ternet at Adobe.com and by clicking on Get Adobe 
Reader.  
 
Members who use email but prefer to continue receiv- 
ing their Newsletters in black and white by regular mail 
should notify the Editor to that effect no later than 
December 31, 2008. Otherwise, they will be considered 
as having agreed to participate in the new, electronic ar-
rangement.  
 
Members who do not possess email capability need not 
do anything. They can expect to continue receiving their 
Newsletters in black & white by regular mail, as in the 
past.  
 
We still want to hear from you on this, so don’t hesitate 
to let us know what you think between now and Decem-
ber 31.  
 
 

______________________________ 
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Upcoming Events of Interest 
 
Winter Eat-Out 

Once again, our popular annual winter function will take 
place at Gabriel’s Inn, Ijamsville, Md. on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, 2009. Members can expect to receive flyers with 
menu selections, directions and other details. Please in-
dicate your menu choices and submit them as directed. 

Mini GoF 2009 
 
We are still exploring the idea of holding a Mini GoF in 
early May at Chestertown, on the historic upper Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. While quite removed from the bigger, 
more touristy towns on the Shore, Chestertown and its 
environs have plenty of history, having been the govern-
mental seat of Kent County since 1706, having served 
as a Royal Port of Entry in colonial times, and known to-
day as the hub of a thriving agricultural and seafood in-
dustry. It is also the home of well-regarded Washington 
College, founded in 1782 under the patronage of George 
himself. Once a well-known steamboat destination on 
the scenic Chester River, the area contains many hist-
oric homes and landmarks, as well as great driving 
roads. Visits could be made to some of those homes and 
their gardens, as well as to an air museum, a vintage 
boat restoration shop, the nearby Eastern Neck Wildlife 
Refuge, and the waterfront at historic Rock Hall Harbor 
where good seafood restaurants abound. We hope to 
furnish more specific information as plans become con-
crete. 
 
Carlisle Import & Kit/Replicar Nationals 
 
This large show of sports and exotic cars, with a large 
number of vendors of parts, accessories, regalia, etc., 
will be held at Carlisle, Pa. May 15-17, 2009. Details at 
www.carsat carlisle.com/ce/events/import. 
 
OBCD 2009 
 
Our 32d annual Original British Car Day is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 7, 2009 at Lily Pons Water Gardens. More 
details will be provided as the date draws closer, but 
Members may wish to begin thinking now about prepar-
ing their cars for the Big Day. Volunteers are needed, so 
please phone John Tokar at (301) 865-1339 to find out 
how you might help.   
 
NEMGTR GoF 85 
 
The New England MG T Register has announced that its 
Gathering of the Faithful will take place from June 10-14, 
2009. Watch www.nemgtr .org for precise details regard-
ing venue, etc.  
 
 
 

 
 

News Items 
 

 

In Memoriam — Phil Hill  (1927-2008) 

 
Those of us who follow Formula I racing were saddened 
to learn of the death on August 28 of Phil Hill, America’s 
first F1 World Champion (1961) and three-time Le Mans 
Grand Prix Co-Champion (1958, 1960 and 1962). Hav-
ing begun what became a storied career at age 18 in 
California, he cut his racing teeth there on July 24, 1949 
with his first major victory — at the wheel of his own MG 
TC. 

Photo shows Hill driving a Ferrari 156 Sharknose in the 
Dutch GP at Zandvoort on May 22,1961. 
 

Hunt Country Classic 
This colorful annual show sponsored by The MG Car 
Club, Washington DC Centre, took place as in past 
years at the Scott Farm near Middleburg, Va. on 
Sunday, October 12.  More than 250 cars representing a 
wide variety of British marques took part, including ap-
proximately 27 T-Series MGs. The latter were grouped 
together in a single category, with TCs sweeping all 
three prizes. Our congratulations to Paul Tucker, whose 
‘47 TC took 2d place. Congratulations also to Chapter 
members Mike and Lucy Hughes, whose ‘66 MGB/GT 
won 2d place in the MGB/C GT category, and Bob 
Schoeplein whose ’60 MGA took 2d place in the Race 
Cars category. 

Show, Shine, Shag & Dine 
 
This event, held recently at Henderson, NC, saw Charley 
Howard introduce his lovely blue TD to a Tarheel audi-
ence. Their reaction must have been ecstatic, since — 
even though Charley says the car hadn’t been washed 
or cleaned — it won the Best in Show award for cars in 
the Antique Original ’41-’57 category. Our congratula-
tions to him and Marty. 
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Activities 
 
Hagley Museum Show 
 
Ron Chiste reports: 
 
In April 2008, I received a phone call from the Director of 
the Annual Hagley Museum Car Show to be held on 
September 14 of this year. At the time I had never heard 
of the Hagley Museum, but soon learned that I was be-
ing INVITED to exhibit my 1950 YA at the show. I 
thought that if I were being invited, I ought to accept, and 
did.  
 
After our goodbyes, I immediately did a Google search 
to see what I had committed to. It turned out that the 
Hagley Museum and Library are the original E. I. DuPont 
estate and gunpowder works established in 1802 on the 
banks of the Brandywine River outside of Wilmington, 
Delaware. The property contains 235 acres of the most 
beautiful gardens, restored buildings, museums, man-
sion, and scenery you can imagine. It is truly a well-kept 
secret and one of the hidden jewels of the area. The 
Hagley grounds would truly be a wonderful place for an 
all-day relaxing visit.  
 
Several of the old restored outbuildings are small muse-
ums in themselves housing collections of antique cars 
(especially the very luxurious DuPont), horse drawn car-
riages and sleighs, an original Conestoga wagon whose 
rear wheels measure almost seven feet in diameter, and 
more. The original mansion is restored to its original 
splendor and filled with period antiques. The gardens are 
simply gorgeous. 
 
For about thirty years the Hagley Museum has spon-
sored a car show for any and all vehicles manufactured 
prior to 1980 and vehicles may be entered only by pre-
registration. This year there were 750 vehicles on dis-
play. Each year fifty spots are set aside for a theme dis-
play. This year, and the reason for my YA being invited, 
the theme was European Classics. The fifty theme vehi-
cles were on display in a separate park-like area set 
apart from the main show fields. 
 

 
 

British cars were prominent. Beside my YA there were 
TDs, TCs, MGBs, MGBGTs, Triumphs, Austin Healeys, 
Morris Minors, Jaguars, Rolls-Royces, Rileys, Allards, 
and Wolseleys, plus Porsches, Messerschmitts, etc.  
 

 
 
This was really a “Classic Car Show;” and with so many 
different examples it was almost overwhelming — one of 
the most all-encompassing car displays I have ever 
seen. Nothing is judged and no prizes are awarded. It is 
simply a beautiful display of motor vehicles and should 
be included on our members’ calendars of must-attend 
events next year.  

______________________________ 
 

Technical Department 
John Wright 

Technical Advisor 
 
The MOTTO MGs 
 

Much like it is today in vintage racing, there was a time 
when T-series MGs were the staple of the sports car ra-
cing scene. You might remember my last article about 
the 1954 race at Andrews AFB. Of the 165 cars on the 
entry list, 40 or so were MGs. There was an all-MG race 
featuring mostly sporting TDs alongside some equally-
prepared TCs and a few hot MG Specials. This was the 
norm in early 1950s racing. The TD with its independent 
front suspension and rack & pinion steering became an 
instant hit with MG racers in spite of the biggest problem 
of a production sports car: its weight. There were many, 
many MG specials over the years. One of the most 
pleasing to the eye was the Italian-bodied Motto MG TD 
of David Ash.   

That first Motto MG started life as a relatively stock TD 
raced by David Ash, “Mr. MG,” of east-coast importers 
J.S. Inskip Motors. Ash had the TD body removed, and a 
cigar-shaped alloy body was fabricated on Long Island.  
He raced the TD with this body at Watkins Glen in ’51 
and then at Sebring in ’52. Success was his with the “ci-
gar” Motto MG at Sebring, where the team of Ash and 
Jack Van Driel placed 6th overall and 2nd in class. 
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Photo 1 

Mechanically, the spec sheet of the Motto TD listed the 
engine as #1 of a series of 6 “experimentals” similar to 
that of Ken Miles [Ed. Note: Miles was a British-born 
sports car racing engineer and driver who emigrated to 
the United States after WWII, where he pursued a highly 
successful racing career until his untimely death in 
1966.] The engine was a 1466cc affair with 10.7:1 com-
pression, special rods and Laystall crank and camshaft 
along with special pistons and valves, and 1¾” SUs, etc.  
Does that make you wonder what the “etc.” was?  Also 
at some point very early on, the TD chassis was modi-
fied to accept a Mercedes Benz swing-axle rear. 

To further prove that the TD running gear could be com-
petitive against the OSCAs and the silver 550 Spyders 
from Porsche, Ash soon had a fully enveloping body built 
by Rocco Motto of Carrozzeria Motto in Turin (hence the 
name, Motto MG). 

Eventually, 2 more Rocco Motto-bodied MG Specials 
were constructed with tubular chassis being built by Gi-
berto Columbo.  All 3 competed in races at such road 
courses in the east as Watkins Glen, Marlboro, and the 
12 hours of Sebring, where one of the Mottos was the 
highest placing MG in 1954. Additionally, they raced at 
Brynfyn Tyddyn, the Hillclimb at Giant’s Despair (both in 
Pennsylvania), and various other eastern locations. Yet 
another fine showing was at Nassau, The Bahamas in 
1956. 

 

Photo 2 

These were successful MG specials, both beautiful to 
look at and fast to drive. After passing though many 
hands, the first Motto TD now resides in Japan, fully 
restored. Photo 1 above shows the TD chassis cigar–
shaped special in the 1952 Sebring race, and Photo 2 
shows one of the tubular chassis Mottos at the Glen in 
1953. My special thanks to Mike Eaton for the info and 
pics for this article. 

____________________ 

 
Oil Changes 
 
Mike Hughes draws our attention to the following article: 
 
“More Than an Oil Change”. by Jonathan A. Stein, re-
printed courtesy of HagertyPlus, LLC, copyright 2008, at 
www. hagerty.com 
 
Formula modifications could mean it's time to reexamine 
the oil you use in your collector car. 
 
Most car enthusiasts can probably rattle off the automo-
tive products that they've relied on for years. But when it 
comes to oil, recent composition changes driven by en-
vironmental concerns could mean your preferred brand 
of oil may not work so well in your collector car today. 
Many older vehicles use overhead valve engines with 
flat tappets that contact the camshaft lobe on one end 
and the rocker arm assembly on the other. The rocker 
arm assembly is relatively heavy and generally has a big 
valve with a heavy spring, resulting in a lot of pressure 
on the tappet and camshaft. 
 
Years ago, oil companies and automakers discovered 
that zinc dialkyldithiophosphate (ZDDP) was effective in 
reducing cam and lifter wear, as the compound interacts 
with the iron of the cam lobe and creates a sacrificial 
barrier. As of 1988, the ZDDP concentration in oils certi-
fied by the American Petroleum Institute (API) standard-
ized at up to 1200 PPM (parts per million) phosphorous. 
However, phosphorous levels were brought down to the 
800 PPM level by 2004 because high phosphorus con-
centrations shorten catalytic converter life in modern 
cars, and modern roller cam engines don't require 
ZDDP's protection. 
 
Soon, rebuilders of flat-tappet engines — particularly 
those from the 1950s to the 1970s — were noting in-
creased cam failure on newly assembled engines. Many 
engine builders have tied the failures to the reformulated 
oils, although API spokesman Dennis Bachelder asserts 
that API-ranked oils are compatible with older vehicles 
and the ZDDP levels in current SM-rated oils are suffi-
cient to protect flat-tappet engines. 
 
    (continued on page 8) 
 
________________________________________________________ 
Next two pages: Continuing our series of ancestral Midg-
et and T-Series road tests from The Autocar, we feature 
the 1931 Montlhery Mark II Midget. 
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(continued from page 5) 
 
If you're in doubt about using the current generation 800 
PPM SM-rated oils, try these options: 
 
 Oils rated for both diesel and gasoline engines (up to 
1000 PPM) are available from Shell (shell.us/views/con-
sumers.html) and Chevron (chevron.com/products/extra-
mile/). 
 
 Valvoline's VR1 Racing Motor Oil (www.valvo-
line.com/racing) has up to 1300 PPM of ZDDP. 
 
 Castrol's SYNTEC 20W/50 full synthetic product (Cas-
trol.com) has 1200 PPM of ZDDP (check that the rear la-
bel says Recommended for Classic Cars), and Red Line 
Motor Oils (redlineoil.com — also synthetic — have about 
1300 PPM zinc and 1200 PPM phosphorous, although 
synthetics aren't suited for the break-in period. 
 
 BRAD PENN Penn Grade 1 Racing Oil (bradpennrac-
ing.com) is a mineral-oil alternative with nearly 1500 PPM 
of ZDDP. 
 
 Classic Car Motor Oil (classiccarmotoroil.com) from the 
Indiana Region of the Classic Car Club of America manu-
factured and bottled by D-A Lubricant Company, Inc. 
(dalube@dalube.com) contains 1500-1600 PPM. 
 
 Use a ZDDP additive such as ZDDPLUS (zddplus.com) 
or Cam-Shield (camshield.com) with every oil change. 
 
 Additional protection, essential during the start-up 
phase for any fresh engine, can be provided by generous 
use of an assembly lube with a large dose of ZDDP like 
GM E.O.S. Assembly Lube (PN 1052367) (newgmparts 
usa. com). 
 
With these options, there's no need to worry about your 
camshaft. But it's always a good idea to line up supplies 
along your route before you take to the road." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: This Advertising Section is for the use of our 
Members, who are encouraged to submit ads to the Ed-
itor via email or snail mail at one of his addresses shown 
on page 2. 

Classified ads in quarterly issues of The Square Rigger 
are published free of charge for Club members. Photo-
graphs are accepted. 

Also, please phone or let us know by e-mail or snail mail 
the result(s) of your ad and whether it still needs to be 
carried in the Newsletter.  

___________________________ 

 
 

                 


