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Chairman’s Comments
  
Well, 2009 is coming to a close. That means the holiday season is approaching and we are getting                        
ready to start a new year. I hope everyone had an enjoyable 2009 and is looking forward to 2010.

Reflecting on 2009 — we had a great turnout for the CCNEMGTR "holiday party" at Gabriel's Inn 
in  February, as well as an equally good time at the mini-GOF in May. I'm sure these events  this year
will be as much fun, if not more. The Original British Car Day in June was another outstanding event 
for the club, as well as for all those who own other British cars. The OBCDay planned for 2010  will
mark the 33rd year the event has been held, and I hope members of the Chapter can be counted on to continue making it 
a success.
 
Speaking of members,  the revisions of the Membership Directory are just about complete,  and you will be seeing the final 
product soon. There has been a significant amount of  work done on the Directory by our Membership Chairman Milton 
Babirak, as well as Newsletter Editor (and Historian) Tom Carolan assisted by Charley Howard, the former Membership 
Chairman.
 
2009 also saw a revised image for The Square Rigger. Tom Carolan has not only kept the content current; he also redes-
igned the layout and started using color throughout the publication. It has been a lot of work on his part, but I am sure 
you will agree it is worth it. Also, as I understand it, there are going to be more articles featured in 2010.
 
In October Lin Snider and Susan Snyder hosted a covered bridges tour.  We met at their house for some excellent food and 
conversation, and then spent the rest of  the afternoon touring scenic northern Maryland. I look forward to the next gath-
ering of this type and encourage you to go, too. Thanks, Lin and Susan.
 
Recently I bought The Sacred Octagon CD  Volume 1, Number 1 — Volume 42, Number 6. It is an excellent resource for 
T- Series enthusiasts both in content and ease of navigating the data base. So if you do not already have it, and are looking 
to drop a hint for a Christmas gift,  go to the NEMGTR web site Register Marketplace, print out the ad and leave it on the 
kitchen table.
 
Let's all enjoy the upcoming holidays and not forget that we can still drive our T's during some of  these milder autumn/
winter days.
    Safety Fast!      Shaun English
               12/01/2009
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Editor’s Corner

Origins and Purpose

The  Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG-T Register was organized during the sum-
mer of 1971 by Register members in the Baltimore-Washington area where local interest in 
classic MGs was high. Its purpose is to encourage the maintenance,   preservation and enjoy-
ment of T-Series and other vintage MGs. We welcome new members who share our interest in 
these unique cars. Membership in the New England MG-T Register, Ltd. and payment of mod-
est annual dues are the only requirements. Membership application forms can be found on our 
Chapter’s website: www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com.    

This Newsletter is circulated electronically on a quarterly basis to Members who possess email 
capability, and by regular mail to Members who do not. The electronic version contains color 
photos, whereas the regular-mail version is in black & white. In any event, the full color ver-
sion is always available for subsequent viewing and downloading from our website. 

We are always on the lookout for stories, technical submissions, anecdotes, jokes, photographs 
and other contributions of interest to MG fans. In addition, we seek to encourage fullest possi-
ble participation by Members in Chapter events, mention of which can be found in further 
pages of this Newsletter.

Circulation Reminder

Please remember that in order for electronic circulation of this Newsletter to operate effec-
tively, IT IS IMPORTANT that you notify us of any address changes, including especially 
those pertaining to email. A number of you have already taken this advice to heart, for which 
we thank you.

CCNEMGTR Web Site

Forgive us for wondering, but we have no way of knowing how many Members make a point 
of visiting our Chapter’s web site — http://www.chesapeakechaptermgt club.com — on a 
regular basis. If you are among those who do not, you won’t be aware of some recent upgrades, 
namely: (A) the addition of photos from the 2008 and 2009 Original British Car Days, and (B) 
updated versions of our Membership List and Registration Form. If you can’t remember the 
password for viewing the List, just click on the link provided on our web site and we will re-
veal it to you via email. If you don’t have email access, you can telephone us c/o our number 
on the left side of this page, and we will share it with you that way. Finally, as Shaun has men-
tioned, a revised Membership Directory is in the works and will make its appearance shortly.
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership News
Milton Babirak

Membership Chairman

Who’s New?

 Donald Geddes   1952 MGTD Mk II
 11626 Old Brookville Court
 Reston, VA 20194
 Tel. (703) 435-5579
 dgeddes3@gmail.com
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
Recent Happenings

Covered Bridges Excursion

Gloomy weather reports on Oct. 18 led some of us faint-hearts to 
chicken out, but braver spirits didn’t despair.  And lo, the heavens 
cleared three hours before the appointed starting time. After a good 
brunch, the group motored off under sunny skies through some of 
Frederick Country’s loveliest scenery to inspect two of its historic 
bridges. 
 
Our correspondent reports: “The mountains glistened in the sunlight, 
with plenty of Fall colors showing. A small park next to one of the 
bridges provided parking, and a meandering brook added to nature’s 
sounds. Photos were taken of cars coming through the bridge before 
we moved on.

“The road and the bridges were narrow, but a stream provided  
sounds similar to our first bridge’s setting.  Both bridges were built 
for horse and buggy traffic, making it impossible for automobiles to 
pass while going through them. At the second bridge, we were fasci-
nated by a lovely home nearby, which someone had built beside the 
creek with a panoramic view of the bridge from their front yard.

“It was time to return to our starting point and more conversation 
before we all headed home. This event saw the rebirth of a Chapter 
prize known as ‘The Pint of Guinness Award.’  Curiously, it went to 
the person who originated it. Newer Members might wish to ask Old-
timers about its history.”

Hunt Country Classic

This colorful annual show (No.14) sponsored by The MG Car Club, 
Washington DC Centre, took place in beautiful weather at the Scott 
Farm near Middleburg, Va. on Sunday, October 11. More than 200 
cars representing a wide variety of British marques took part, includ-
ing a sizable collection of  T-Series MGs. For the first time, the latter 
were competing in 3 separate classes instead of just one. John Scott 
Williams’ 1947 TC took 1st prize among the TCs, Milton Babirak’s 
1951 TD won 2d prize in the TD class, and Tom & Phil Carolan’s 
1955 TF placed 2nd in the TF class. Congratulations to all of them, 
as well as to Mike and Lucy Hughes, whose 1966 MGB/GT  again 
won 3rd place among MGB/C GTs,  and Bob Schoeplein whose 1960 
MGA again finished 2d in the Race Cars class.

_________________________
________________________________________

_________________________

Upcoming Chapter & Chapter-Related  
Events

Winter Eat-Out

Once again, our popular winter function will take place at Gabriel’s 
Inn, Ijamsville, MD, on Sunday, February 7, 2010. Members can ex-
pect to receive flyers with menu selections, directions and other de-
tails.  Please indicate your menu choices and submit them as directed 
in the flyer.
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The Original British Car Day 2010

Our traditional flagship event will take place on Sunday, June 6,  
2010 at its customary venue: Lilypons Water Gardens, 6800 Lilypons 
Road, Adamstown, MD 21717. Further information will  appear soon 
on our Chapter’s web site (see address on page 2).

  _________________________
________________________________________

_________________________

Events Sponsored by Others

Atlantic City Classic Car Show

Scheduled for Friday - Saturday, February 26 - 28. www.acclassic 
cars.com

Sugarloaf Antique Car & Swap Meet
Will be held Friday - Saturday, March 21 - 22, 7 am to 4 pm, at Fre-
derick Fair grounds, 797 E. Patrick Street. www.thegreat frederick-
fair. com or  phone (301) 831-0300.

Spring Carlisle Collector Car Exhibition and Swap 
Meet

To be held at Carlisle, PA, Friday - Tuesday,  April 21-25. “Filled 
with anything and everything.” www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/ 
spring-carlisle

Lewes Car Show

On Saturday, May 1 at the Lewes Historical Complex in Lewes, DE. 
www.bccdelaware.com or www.Leweschamber.com

Carlisle Import-Kit/Replicar Nationals

This large display of sports and exotic cars, with a host of vendors of 
parts, accessories, regalia, etc. will take place from Friday, May 21 to 
Sunday, May 23. www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/import

British Car Awareness Week

Celebrated nationwide from Saturday, May 29 to Saturday, June 6. 
For details, see: www.britishcarweek.org/events.html 

Brits on the Green

Sponsored annually by The Capital Triumph Register,  this show usu-
ally takes place in April at the Collingwood Museum, Alexandria, 
VA. The  exact date for this year’s event has not been revealed as of 
this writing, but it will doubtless appear fairly soon. Keep an eye on: 
www.capital triumphregister.com

__________
_________________________

________________________________________
_________________________

__________
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Other Items of Interest

Nostalgia Dept.

Remembering Henry Manney (1922-1988 )

If an automotive writer was ever idolized by his readers and peers, it 
was Henry Manney III. Known to all as “Henry”or simply “Our 
Friend,” he was Road &  Track’s roving European correspondent 
throughout the 1960s and 1970s, specializing in coverage of the 
Formula 1 racing scene. He was renowned and beloved for his wit, 
generosity and professionalism. And he was never lost for a gently 
irreverent and highly entertaining way with words. Sadly, in 1981 
Henry’s career was cut short by an incurable illness that took him 
from us in 1988. What follows is a 1970 excerpt from his work, ru-
minating upon the “peculiar” English.

. . .  I don’t think that Morris Minors really work anywhere else but 
then we over here tend to lose sight of the fact that not too many 
English cars work well anywhere else. The Channel is every bit as 
wide as the Atlantic, y’know, and the English have been making 
goods for their sweet selves since Boadicea painted her hermans 
blue with woad. If all your country, and a densely populated one at 
that, is made up of winding roads (always a little damp) with less 
motorway than there is in Southern California (I think), has a mod-
erate climate, boasts indefinite miles of 30-mph limit to be covered 
in top gear,  lets 60 percent of the country’s goods move about at 40 
mph or less by antiquated truck, and boasts that any occasional 
straight bit of road was built by the Romans, you are bound to build 
peculiar motor cars. 

However, long may they wave as where else can you get a proper 
Tea with all the trimmings including watercress sandwiches, sticky 
cakes, Thud [we dunno what that was — Ed.], and three ladies saw-
ing behind the palms on selections from “The Student Prince?” God 
grant that they stay peculiar. 

There is such a thing as being too peculiar, though, and Earls Court 
[home of the London Automobile Show — Ed.] often referred to as 
the Blue Mosque of the British Motor Industry, is really the oddest 
of the lot. Part of this atmosphere is due to the average Englishman’s 
attitude toward his car,  i.e., to make it a member of the family. This 
is a hangover from horsey days in the case of the uppah classes but 
you must remember that until quite recently (historically speaking), 
for both sociological as well as purely monetary considerations, the 
greater part of Britain’s population could not afford to aspire to per-
sonal transportation. Thus, as distinct from the vintage movement, 
you still see old bangers on Sundays, polished within an inch of their 
lives and crammed with family, trundling gently down to the seaside 
at a speed calculated to make Old Dobbin last out the century.  At any 
rate this gives the motor merchants a chance to put on the halls of 
ivy bit at Earls Court with fraffly refained stand attendants flourish-
ing real feather dusters, lots of cutaway mechanical bits for Dad to 
peer at, and a refreshing lack of hard-sell messages being delivered 
by types with microphones — although there was, at Press day, a 
topless dancer on the Lamborghini stand.  Mr. Photographer [Geoff] 
Goddard was mad that he missed that one, but reportedly Comm. 
Lambo was even madder as none of the newspaper photos showed 
his cars. There is a lesson for Detroit there someplace. . . .

There is really no figuring the English. Who else would go to vast 
expense setting up their own national automobile show and then 
allot the two stands slap by the main entrance to foreign makes, 
namely GM and Volga-Moskvitch?   © 1970 Road  & Track
      

T-Tech
By John Wright

Technical Advisor

I have owned my TC for 23 years and the car has never really had 
any brakes.  I think a stick dragging on the pavement would have 
been more effective than my old TC’s binders. So I set out to fix 
things this fall, and below I will go through the problems that made 
my TC brakes so pitiful.
 
The TC brake shoe has an offset in the metal part of the shoe. The 
reason being is that the shoes overlap on a post at the bottom of the 
backing plate. You must notice this and make sure your brake shoes 
are assembled properly.  Don’t ask how I know this! Also, TC drums 
are pressed steel. Not cast iron like a real car. The thickness is about 
3/16” or so.  Mine had been turned twice so the metal was probably 
1/8” thick or thereabouts. I could feel the drums “bell” if I applied 
the brakes hard, which I had to do with regularity when I drove the 
MG. Also the rear shoes were oil-soaked and the fronts were 
silicone-soaked. So driving my TC had become like ice racing, just 
going to the 7-11. Downhill runs were to be avoided! 

Completed rear brake

The new shoes from Moss looked great. The metal part of the shoes 
needs to be just under .120” thick at the point where they slip over 
the aforementioned post.  Any more and the retaining horseshoe clip 
will either not fit into the groove of the post or if you do force it on, 
the shoes may bind. Moss’s otherwise excellent new shoes were 
.137” thick and had to be milled down to fit. I contacted Moss and 
they went out of their way to quickly investigate the issue, take 
steps to remove defective stock, and contact their supplier in the 
UK. I was pleased with their actions to correct the problem.

My brake drums were dangerously useless. They are original to the 
car, which I believe has much less than 50,000 original miles. The 
last set of shoes I put on were relined and had brass wire in the ma-
terial,  which I’m thinking must have been some type of truck lining 
that contributed to the ineffectiveness overall. I took advantage of 
Moss’s recent 18%-off sale and purchased their very nice ALFIN 
drums. The new Moss shoes matched the arc of the new drums, as 
the new drums and shoes were to original specification.
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Measuring depth of seal

Next, I addressed the oil-soaked rear shoes. If you can get access to 
“TCs Forever” by Mike Sherrell,  you will see his drawings on pages 
106-107. The drawings portray one of the reasons the TC rear axle 
can weep oil at the hub bearing carrier. When bolted up, the wire 
wheel hub extension surface should just contact the outer race of the 
axle bearing, keeping everything solidly in position. Some w/w hub 
extensions have clearance here that can allow the bearing carrier (and 
seal) to flex at the bearing, leading to oil leakage to the brakes and 
possibly axle breakage — especially under hard cornering loads. 
“TCs Forever” covers this extensively, and all TC owners should re-
fer to this book for the repair technique. 

By the way, sealed bearings are fine here,  but they seal to keep dirt 
out, not oil in. The wire wheel hub to bearing fit was good on my car, 
so the big fix for my TC hopefully will be the new hub seal nuts of-
fered by Bob Granau in Ontario. Bob is a machinist who makes spe-
cial parts for T-series and MMM cars.  His seal nuts replace the stock 
large castellated hub nut with a fully machined 2” nut with an inte-
grated modern seal. When installed, the axle is slid through the nut as 
normal, but the final position where the seal will contact the axle is 
made smooth by installing and accurately positioning a 1” Speedi-
Sleeve.

Positioning sleeve with grease

The sleeve slides right down the axle and may need a little bearing 
Lock-tite on the cleaned axle in order to keep it from shifting. By 
using grease on the sleeve and inserting and removing the axle, you 
can see the sleeve’s position in the seal. See the photographs for 
clarification.

Last, at least for the purpose of this article,  was the full flushing of 
the silicone brake fluid and an overhaul of the wheel cylinders and 
master cylinder. Some of you will remember that silicone brake fluid 
was all the rage back in the late 70’s. I switched back to Castrol 
LMA years ago, and it’s all I’ll use.  Check with your NAPA store as 
they may carry Castrol brake fluid. They also should have assorted 
wheel cylinder cups that,  although universal, look just like the 
Lockheed parts and are much less dear. NAPA # 3023 for 7/8” and  
#1499 for 1”.

In addition, I had Bob Granau install new machined stub axles into 
my original front steering knuckles. This I’ll cover next time. If you 
google “MG TC Hub Nuts,” you will find a way to modify your 
original castellated nuts if you are so inclined. Also,  see: www. 
mg-tabc.org/t-list-gall-class.htm for Bob’s parts and services list.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Not So Technical Advice
By Milton Babirak

Membership Chairman

The Square Rigger has a rich and long history of excellent technical 
advice. Our Chapter’s current Technical Advisor is John Wright.  The 
depth and scope of his knowledge is extraordinary. He has been the 
“go to” guy for me whenever I had a problem I could not solve. John 
always had the answer. As for me, I have virtually no technical ex-
pertise. I have only restored one car, and that has been done with the 
assistance of several experts.

Nevertheless, I want to contribute a periodic column to our Newslet-
ter. I propose to call it “Not So Technical Advice.” That’s because I 
am far from being qualified to expound on purely technical subjects.

My column is intended instead to discuss some of the things I 
picked up when I did my restoration. Most of these “things” are not 
technical in nature, but I like to think some of what I learned may be 
helpful or even interesting to others who have begun their restora-
tions or are just trying to improve their cars. I intend to keep this 
column short,  and I will always try to include a reference to assist 
readers in locating the information, service or product needed. I do 
not have any financial interest in such references,  and I encourage 
you, our readers, to contribute other references you may have.  

Flocking (No Jokes Please) 

When I started to restore my dashboard, it was clear a number of 
things needed to be attended to. One of them was the glove box. It 
had a couple of holes and no brown flocking of the sort that was 
originally applied by the factory. Perhaps none of the glove boxes in 
any of our T-Series cars has any of the original flocking, since it is 
such a fragile coating material. Luckily, there is a simple and inex-
pensive solution to restoring a glove box interior to its original con-
dition. Both Woodcraft and Eastwood make flocking kits. Woodcraft 
(www. Woodcraft.com) has an applicator (Item 127115) for about 
$5.50 and brown flocking (#14X11) for about $11.00.  Both are 

5

http://www.mg-tabc.org/t-list-gall-class.htm
http://www.mg-tabc.org/t-list-gall-class.htm
http://www.mg-tabc.org/t-list-gall-class.htm
http://www.mg-tabc.org/t-list-gall-class.htm
http://www.Woodcraft.com
http://www.Woodcraft.com


listed in its on-line catalogue. Follow the very simple directions, and 
in about twen-ty minutes you are done. It’s simple to use and the re-
sults are terrific. The kit includes the liquid adhesive that is brushed 
on the interior. The flocking powder is blown on the surface with the 
applicator. There is enough material and adhesive to do a second 
glove box. So, when you are done, pass the kit along to a friend.

Nickel Plating

The hand crank for the engine was painted black by the factory, but it 
has a grip that is not supposed to be painted. Most grips you see are 
brass.  When I removed the black paint from the grip of my hand 

crank, it was not brass-colored but looked like iron. I thought I had a 
crank that was not proper. Recently, I spoke to two vendors who 
specialize in MG and Jaguar tools,  and they both reported that many 
of the grips on hand cranks were brass but were nickel-coat-ed.  Ap-
parently, the nickel coating was quite thin, and today these grips are 
just brass.

Some believe the valve cover oil cap should also be nickel-plated, 
and some believe that some of the I.D.plates near the tool box 
should be nickel-plated. An excellent source for ascertaining proper 
finishes and colors of all T-Series car parts may be found at 
www.mgcars. org.uk/mgtf_finishes.htm#ShetMetalFinishes

NOTE:  Chapter Members are encouraged to submit classified ads 
free of charge to the Editor via email or snail mail at one of his ad-
dresses shown on page 2. Photographs are accepted.
 
Please let us know the result(s) of your ad and whether you want it to 
appear again in the next issue of the Newsletter.

____________________

FOR SALE: TD/TF Parts

TD engine #12362 -- complete starters -- generator -- brake shoes 
with drums -- TD Engine #12362 — complete starters — generator 
— brake shoes with drums — front end “kingpins” — exhaust pipe 
— sump oil pan (large capacity) — brake master cylinder (re-
buildable) — miscellaneous other parts. All to be sold locally, noth-
ing to be shipped.

Contact Richard Embick, Tel.: (703) 971-2196
    •
FOR SALE: 1953 MGTD

 

The Ludtke TD is now offered for sale initially to Chesapeake Chap-
ter members and friends. Most of us  know this great yellow TD 
quite well,  and it is available at a very fair price.  Please do not ap-
proach the family regarding this car or its companion, the Volvo 
P1800.  Instead, contact John Wright at mogfrog1@aol.com orphone 
him at (610) 248-8295 or (610) 982-0140.P1800. 

 
 
 •

FOR SALE: MGA 1500cc Engine / MGB Parts 

I remained convinced there is an MG purist somewhere out there 
itching to get his/her hands on this MGA 1500cc engine, which once 
powered my TF (and did so quite nicely) back in the 1970s. Also for 
sale: an early MGB transmission and complete rear end. All stored 
in a dry garage since 1979. Persons interested can contact me at 
(301) 587-8177 or via email at: tjcarolan@comcast.net

•

_

          
____________________________     
        
Next two pages: Continuing our series of ancestral Midget and T- 
Series road tests from The Autocar, we feature the 1936 Midget 
Series-T Two-Seater, subsequently baptized as the “TA.”

	 	 	 	 	 	 Advertisements
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Vintage Restorations Limited
English Auto Restoration & Service

52 North Main Street, PO Box 573 

Union Bridge, Maryland 21791

410-775-0500

MEMBER

Owned & Operated By Classic Car Enthusiasts.

Ground-Up Or Partial Restorations 
Body Panel Repair Welding & Fabrication 

Complete Body Refinishing & Wrinkle Finish Painting 
Engine & Gearbox Rebuilding 

Chrome & Nickel Plating 
Routine Maintenance & 150 Point Evaluation

Specializing In MG, Triumph, Land Rover & Jaguar.

www.vintagerestorationsltd.com

Authorized MOSS Motors Parts Distributor
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MotorSport,  January 
1947 and January1948 
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