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Words from Our Chairman 
 
It doesn't seem possible, but we're just a few days away from the second half 2015. 
As is said often - Time flies when you’re having fun!   “: - ) 
  
Since the TSR Spring issue was published we have had our Annual Mini-GoF over the 
first weekend in May, as well as the 38th running of our Original British Car Day 
(OBCD) the first weekend in June. 
  
The Mini-GoF was enjoyed by a good group of our members at The Bavarian Inn in 
West Virginia. In addition to the socializing done at the Inn we toured the Antietam 
National Battlefield (in our cars) before proceeding to Big Cork Vineyards for lunch.  Also, the Inn 
designated a parking lot for the car show.  Our evening banquet provided more time to mingle as well as 
present the awards from the show. Special thanks go to Lin and Susan Snider for making this event a 
success. Remember, it's not too early to suggest or volunteer for the Mini-GOF 2016 agenda. 
  
The OBCD has been held for 38 consecutive years by the CCNEMGTR. The featured marque was the 
MGA which this year celebrates its 60th Anniversary.  OBCD was a success again because of the 
volunteers who participated as well as the leadership and coordination by John Tokar, Chairman of the 
event.  As the main source of revenue for the Chapter, OBCD remains a signature event for our Club. The 
results are featured later on in this issue of TSR.  Coincidently, the MGA was Morris Garage's 
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replacement for our T-Series. A bit of trivia - 101,081 MGA's were produced from 1955 to 1962 
versus 52,979 of the T-Series being produced from 1936 to 1955. There was the interruption of WW2, but 
the production difference was significant. 
  
Later this year in October is our 2015 Fall Ramble. This also will be an event that provides us an 
opportunity to drive our cars through scenic areas, experience the Downrigging Weekend in Chestertown, 
MD, as well as get together with other members of the CCNEMGTR. If you would like to attend please 
contact Milt Babirak at mbabirak@babirakcarr.com. 
  

Safety Fast!                                                     Your Chairman, Shaun English 
 

Chapter Officers 
Chairman   Vice Chairman  Secretary/ Treasurer  
Shaun P. English  (Volunteer Needed!)  Michelle Cattaneo 
9318 Brambly Lane      772 Oak Grove Circle 
Alexandria, VA 22039-3010     Severna Park, MD 21146 
(703) 229-3317       (410) 647-6060 
spenglish@aol.com       mcatta6799@aol.com  
 
Membership Chairman Events Chairman  Regalia Chairman 
Milton Babirak   Lin Snider   Lin Snider (Acting) 
47539 Coldspring Place  P.O. Box 145   (Volunteer Needed!) 
Sterling, VA 20165-7446 Walkersville, MD 21793   
(703) 406-4753   (301) 845-6381 
mbabirak@babirakcarr.com  snidelf@aol.com  
 
Technical Advisor  Newsletter Editor  Historian 
Charlie Adams   Stephen R. Woodall, Ph.D. (Volunteer Needed!) 
8406 Westpointe Drive  8180 Cottage Rose Court 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
(703) 582-3757   (703) 201-3212 
charlieadamsmg@gmail.com   swoodall@exploit-the-future.com   
 
Chairwoman Emeritus  Webmaster 
Ruth Renkenberger  Chris Kintner 
8245 Ingleton Circle  chris.kintner@comcast.net  
Easton, MD 21601 
(410) 822-6061 
renk@atlanticbb.net  

 
2 

 

mailto:mbabirak@babirakcarr.com
mailto:spenglish@aol.com
mailto:mcatta6799@aol.com
mailto:mbabirak@babirakcarr.com
mailto:snidelf@aol.com
mailto:charlieadamsmg@gmail.com
mailto:swoodall@exploit-the-future.com
mailto:chris.kintner@comcast.net
mailto:renk@atlanticbb.net


From the Editor 
 
I hope you enjoy this SUMMER 2015 issue of THE SQUARE RIGGER, our club’s quarterly 
newsletter. As always, in order to make future editions more fun and interesting, I encourage you please 
to send me pictures of your cars, and stories about them, interesting articles about other MG cars, or 
anything else you think our readership will enjoy!  MG Humor and MG History are always welcome!   
                                                               
                                                                                        Flexibly yours, Stephen Woodall 

 

Welcome to New Members       “: - ) 

Jack Long is a new member of the Chapter. He has a 1954 MG TF and 1974 MGB. He was referred by 
Mike Lutz. (Thank you, Mike!) He has owned MGs for many years and is active in other MG car clubs. 
He has had his TF for about 3 years. A copy of his membership application is attached. Please welcome 
Jack to the Chapter. Jack may have an interest in attending our Fall Ramble and I am sending him some 
information for him to consider. / unionjackparts@gmail.com / 410-420-1385 
 
Steven Bernheisel is a new member of the Chapter. He has a 1951 MG TD. Steven’s uncle, Frank 
Bernheisel, was a member of the Chapter many years ago. Steven received his TD from his uncle. I think 
Steven said the car has been in his family for at least 30 years. / steven.bernheisel@apsva.us / 571-220-
7998 
 
Dale Flowers is a new member of the Chapter. He has a 1954 MG TF which he has owned since1959. It 
is not running and Dale is having it restored. Dale and his wife, Carol, share their time between their 
home in Welcome, MD near LaPlata and their DC apartment. / cdflowers@toast.net / 301-934-3556 

 
Link to Video of our 38th Annual OBC 

https://vimeo.com/130595846 
 

 
Our Club Symbol --- A Real Chesapeake Bay Skipjack, Underway 
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Recent Chapter Events 

Mini-GoF 2015 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia  

 
Our club’s annual Mini-GoF event was held in Shepherdstown, West Virginia this year, over the weekend 
of 1-3 May 2015.  We stayed at the beautiful Bavarian Inn, located high above the Potomac River, across 
the river from the C&O Canal. On Friday evening, many of us enjoyed dinner at the Inn, with many 
excellent menu choices.  Saturday was busy, with a car show in a far corner of the Inn’s parking lot, many 
of the cars parked under a shower of cherry blossoms, spread by a light breeze.  After the show, we toured 
the area, with focus on the Antietam Battlefield and surrounding countryside.  Resting up after the drive 
was followed by a catered awards dinner in a separate area of the Bavarian Inn, with memorable food and 
conversations!  Sunday morning, we had a wonderful Bavarian Buffet at the hotel, and went our various 
ways home.  With the exception of a brief shower on Friday afternoon, the weather was perfect --- sunny, 
breezy, and cool.  Many thanks to the planners of this special club event, including Lin and Susan Snider, 
Ralph Cattaneo, John Williams, Milton Babirak, et al ... I hope I have not forgotten too many hard-
working volunteers! 
 

       
                     Bavarian Inn Main Building                             View from Hotel above Potomac       

              
            Smiling Buddies at Friday Dinner                           More Smiling Friday Evening Diners 
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       Car Show Line Up Saturday Morning                       View of the Cars from the Other End 

     
             We Had Two Beautiful MGTCs                         We Had Three Bright Red MGTDs 

     
        And, We Had Two Perfect MGTFs                     Saturday, We Toured the Antietam Battlefield 
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Home on Battlefield Destroyed, Rebuilt after Fight    Historic Bridge on the Antietam Battlefield 

    
     Reception Before The Awards Dinner                    1st Place MGTC Award to Paul Tucker 

        
     1st Place MGTD Award to Milton Babirak         1st Place MGTF Award to Ralph Cattaneo 

 
Group Picture at Antietam Battlefield 
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The 38th Original British Car Day 

Sunday, the 7th of June 2015 
 

Our 38th Annual Meet of the Original British Car Day (OBCD) was held on a beautiful, sunny Sunday, 
the 7th of June 2015 at Lilypons Water Gardens in Adamstown, Maryland.   

This year’s Featured Marque will be the MGA, in honor of its 60th Anniversary.  John Tokar had been in 
touch with the local chapter of the NAMGAR and the word got out. We did have a good turnout of MGA’s 
this year! 

Here is the Table of Winners (in four sections)! 
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The MGA Line Up – Our Featured Marque                    More Beautiful MGAs 
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                The MG-T Line Up                                        The Lone, but Beautiful MGTC 
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  The Bagpipers -   Always a Treat to Hear                       A Line Up of Morgans 

10 
 



    
   Truly Unusual – an Early “AC” Mobile                             Here’s a Front Aspect! 
 

    
      Shaun – Holding Down the Regalia Tent          Somebody’s 1949 TR 2000 --- It Made the Trip! 
 

    
Looking Down the field at the Many Beautiful Cars          I Have a Dream --- My Next Car! 
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OBCD 2015 – Another Great Show! 

A Note of Gratitude from The Chairman, John Tokar 

 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all those who contributed to another very successful British 
Car Day! Although the weather was perfect, attendance this year was off slightly at only 217 cars. This 
may have been due to a major accident on 270 that caused the highway to be shutdown. I suspect that all 
of our DC followers decided to turn back home when they were stuck in traffic for hours! 
 
Moving the food concessions on top of the hill was a good idea that pleased both the vendors and our 
participants. This will be our standard operation from now on and will eliminate the problems we’ve had 
in past shows with vehicles getting stuck in the mud at the west end of the field. 
 
Our car registration teams led by Mike and Lucy Hughes did an outstanding job along with Lin Snider 
directing them onto the show field. Ralph Cattaneo and his son Doug kept traffic flowing safely at the 
gate and into the grounds. John Hambleton and his team again did a great job with laying out the field on 
Saturday. A very special thanks goes to our newcomers, Steven and Sara Bernheisel for their help on 
Saturday and Sunday. Good job guys!  
 
As an added feature this year, there was a participant that filmed the event from a drone. The resultant 
video was well done and captures the highlights of the show.  It can be viewed from the following link: 
 
https://vimeo.com130595846     Enjoy! 
 
Our Featured Marque, the MGA, was well represented with 15 cars on the show field. Some other 
interesting entrants included a three wheeled 1912 Auto Carrier and our Editor’s, Steve and Nancy 
Woodall’s 1949 Triumph 2000, both award winning cars! 
 
There are many people who help make OBCD a success. Many thanks go out to all the other folks too 
numerous to mention by name, for a job well done!  Send me your ideas for further improvements and 
let’s try for even a better 39th OBshow in 2016! 
 
Sincerely, 
  
John M. Tokar, Chairman 
The Original British Car Day 
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Upcoming Chapter & Chapter-Related Events 

 

Fall Ramble 2015 

Chestertown and Rock Hall, Maryland 

 
The votes are in and counted, and the Chapter membership has opted to hold this year's Fall Ramble in 
conjunction with the annual ‘Downrigging’ event in Chestertown, MD, which was described in the 
previous message soliciting votes between this option and another based around Fredrick, MD.  (We plan 
to make a trip to Fredrick, MD the focus of the 2016 Ramble.)  
 
We have reserved a block of rooms at the Osprey Point Inn and Marina (www.ospreypoint.com) twelve 
miles from downtown Chestertown. As you will see from the web site, the Osprey Point is a tasteful, 
attractive inn right on the water with its own marina.  We have reserved a block of 13 rooms, but there is 
a strict deadline of May 15 for all those interested in participating in this year's Ramble to book their 
room.  This can done on line or by calling 410 639 2194.  Be certain to identify yourself as a member of 
the Chesapeake Chapter group.  Room rates run from $195 to $280, and the Osprey Point is offering a 
10% discount off those prices for the group. There is a variety of room choices, both in the main building 
and in a converted barn on the premises.  When calling, you will probably speak with Terry (the 
innkeeper) or Jessica (in charge of the marina).  The dates are Friday, 30 October and Saturday, 31 
October. 
 
A large part of the excitement of Downrigging Weekend is the opportunity to sail on one of the many 
ships and boats participating in the event.  While the Downrigging 2015 schedule has not yet been posted, 
we expect it to closely resemble that of 2014, which is still on the site as a point of reference.  As part of 
the overall Ramble schedule, we propose that all those interested in sailing book for the Saturday morning 
sail (October 31) on the Kalmar Nyckel, the largest ship in the flotilla.  The Kalmar Nyckel is a replica of 
a 17th Century Dutch trading vessel, and will probably be illustrated on the Downrigging web site when 
the 2015 schedule is posted.  Again, all those who are interested in sailing should book as soon as 
possible by calling 410 778 5954.  This is the phone of the Sultana Foundation, one of the local sponsors 
of Downrigging, and the group that handles reservations for the sailing. The morning sail on Saturday 
will very likely be from 10:00AM to 12:30PM, as with last year's schedule.  Last year, the cost was $55 
per person.  In case of inclement weather which prevents sailing, a full refund will be 
forthcoming.  Transportation from the Osprey Point to Chestertown for this sail will be arranged. The 
second half of Saturday will be a scenic drive in the vicinity of Chestertown/Rock Hall, and of course the 
traditional Saturday night dinner and meeting, at the Osprey Point Inn. 
 
Please book your room at the Osprey Point and, if interested, on the Kalmar Nyckel as soon as possible to 
avoid disappointment. 
 
Your fall Ramble Committee is now moving to put together an exciting, enjoyable 2015 Ramble. Other 
events, including the traditional Saturday night dinner and group meeting, and at least one scenic drive in 
the vicinity of Chestertown, will also be included in this year's Fall Ramble.  We're excited about this 
year's Ramble, which will provide a bit of a different experience from previous years, as we will be part 

13 
 

http://www.ospreypoint.com/


of a large, vibrant, and educational event which will provide something for everyone participating in this 
year's Ramble. 
 
Please send a brief email to Milton Babirak at mbabirak@babirakcarr.com to let him know you are 
attending the Ramble and whether you will be registering for the sail as well. 
Thanks,  

Milton Babirak 
Membership Chairman, Chesapeake Chapter, NEMGTR 
47539 Coldspring Place, Sterling, VA  20165 / 703-501-7924 / mbabirak@babirakcarr.com 
 

Winter Tour 2016 
 
Our 2nd Annual Winter Tour is already being planned for late January or February in 2016. This trip may 
be to the Tampa-St. Petersburg area, on the Gulf Coast.  If you have an interest in coming along with us, 
please contact Shaun or Milt! 
 

Technical & Historical & Humor Articles for this TSR Issue 

Car Badge for your Upcoming 40th Anniversary of OBCD 

 

 
 

“Sounds Sweet” 

An Article offered by Charlie Adams, our TSR Technical Editor 
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A Shift in the Tide 

Submitted by Club Member, Steve Sayer 

 
Hi All, 
 
I don’t show my face too often but I’ve been a Chesapeake Chapter member for thirty years now.  I 
started out with a TF 1500 in 1985.  I purchased my MGTC project car in 1987.   I finished its full frame 
off restoration in May of 1989.  Since then, I’ve only missed one OBCD, the only one where it rained all 
day long.   
 
In the recent issues of The Square Rigger I’ve really been enjoying following the progress reports of 
Steve Woodall’s TC restoration.  It’s bringing back so many great memories. I can’t wait to see it next to 
mine one day at a future OBCD.   
 
Now for the point of my article.  At the time I restored my car, especially with TC’s, it seemed to be all 
about originality.  I did everything in my power to make my car as original as possible.  The only 
exceptions I made were installing a Thompkins kit and I refused to cover up my dash. My car is a 1949 
Home model and technically the dash should be vinyl covered and I just couldn’t do it.  I was lucky 
enough to live near Bill Porter at the time.  He let me visit his garage and use his 1946 TC, “Roots” for 
reference. I’d walk to his house during my lunch breaks from work and would draw pictures and take 
notes.  There were no digital cameras or voice notes then.  It’s funny, because Steve’s car was right there 
in Bill’s garage at that time and I remember looking at it as well. I finished my car a couple weeks before 
OBCD in 1989.   
 
In its OBCD debut, I believe there were twelve TC’s on the field. I don’t recall there ever being that many 
ever again.  All were beautiful specimens. All of us owners were looking over each other’s cars 
scrutinizing originality.  That bolt should be going that way.  That wire is routed wrong.  Your valve 
cover has too much green in it.   Now, 25 years later, following Steve’s restoration, I’m noticing a shift in 
the philosophy of our hobby.  I also own an older Morgan Plus 4 and have enjoyed it for almost as long as 
I have my TC.  When the Morgan owners discuss their cars at a show it’s completely different.  That’s 
because no two Morgans are the same.  Owners constantly modify and improve their cars.  The subject of 
originality rarely ever enters into the discussion. It’s all about improvements and personal preference. The 
discussion is more along the lines of, wow, I like how you did that, I think I’ll do that with mine.  I found 
this a more enjoyable experience myself yet striving for perfection in originality with the TC was a 
rewarding goal as well. 
 
Back to Steve’s car.  It’s being done in a two tone paint scheme. It’s going to have a five speed 
transmission. Twenty five years ago that would be unheard of.   Back then, there was no Internet to speak 
of.  Today the resources available for these cars have no limit.  To me, the shift has gone from rigid 
originality to a great mix of safety, drivability and personal preference modifications.  In addition to the 
five speed transmission that Steve is incorporating in his restoration, there are many other modifications 
including a two leading shoe front brake conversions now available for the TC.  There is also a bolt on 
VW steering box conversion that according to all reviews is amazing. 
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The question is, what’s right or wrong?  The purist would scorn any modification while the driving 
enthusiast would say let’s keep our cars safe and updated for today’s drivability demands.  At what point 
would it no longer be a TC?    I’m glad I restored mine the way I did, but if I were to do it today, I’m sure 
I’d be considering the  steering and transmission and other improvements.  It only makes sense. Who 
could deny that a TC with tight precise steering, more effective brakes and a smooth shifting overdrive 
transmission would be a better car.  Steve, keep your progress reports coming, looking forward to seeing 
your wonderful finished product. 
 
Steve Sayer  
 

     
                     Steve’s MGTC in 1989                                       Steve’s MGTC at OBCD 38 

Jumping In With Both Feet – Restoration of My 1949 MGTC – Installation Nr 5 

Steve Woodall, Your Smiling Editor 

As Steve Sayer has alluded, I began this discussion of my MGTC restoration in our Summer 2014 Edition 
of The Square Rigger.  Over the winter, since last December, I confess that I was not able to make time to 
get much more progress made.  Other priorities prevailed.  In the Spring edition, I pledged that over the 
next three months, progress would resume!   Sadly, work and other priorities kept me away from 
making any significant progress. 

With all the bodywork and body painting (still!) complete, the work that remains largely involves  
reassembly of the body, the interior, and the hood, and installing new tires.   Despite the setbacks, I look 
forward to having it done for the Fall Ramble this year.   That’s my goal!  For a number of reasons, I have 
decided to hold off on rebuilding the engine, replacing the transmission with a five-speed, and rewiring --- 
since it “ran well when parked,” I expect it will run just as well when reassembled!   “: - ) 

Here’s my MGTC, still “comfy” on the lift!                                    
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2014 Review of the Activities of the Chesapeake Chapter of the NEMGTR (Us!) 

Thanks to The Sacred Octagon, April 2015 Edition 
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TC-TD Fuel Filter – Your First Line of Defense 

Thanks to The Sacred Octagon, April 2015 Edition 
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More on Blockley Tires for your MGTC 

From Your Editor, Who is Planning to Put Blockley Tires on His MGTC 

A Collage Including Pictures and a Note from The Sacred Octogon, June 2015 Edition 
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Assault on Your Battery 

With Thanks to The COSTCO Connection, April 2015 Edition 
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The Skinny on Synthetic Oil 

With Thanks to The COSTCO Connection, April 2015 Edition 
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A Mike Ash Tech Session on Trailer Tires 

With Thanks to MGA! Magazine May-June 2015 Edition 
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Special & Unusual Drink Recipes for Summer 2015 

With Thanks to American Scientist, Volume 103 
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NEMGTR GOF Mk 98 in Strasburg PA on 2-6 September 2015 

This Event is Close Enough for Many of Us to Go! 
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Some British Humor 

These are classified ads, which were actually placed in U.K. Newspapers:  
FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER  
8 years old, 
Hateful little bastard. 
Bites!  
 
FREE PUPPIES  
1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbour's dog.  
 
FREE PUPPIES 
Mother is a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd. 
Father is a Super Dog, able to leap tall fences in a single bound.  
 
JOINING NUDIST COLONY ! 
Must sell washer and dryer £100.  
 
WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE   
Worn once by mistake. 
Call Stephanie.  
**** And the WINNER is... ****  
 
FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes.  
Excellent condition, £200 or best offer. No longer needed, got married, wife knows everything.  

 
Statement of the Century  

Thought from the Greatest Living Scottish Thinker--Billy Connolly. "If women are so bloody perfect at  
multi-tasking, How come they can't have a headache and sex at the same time?"  

 
Children Are Quick  

 
TEACHER: Why are you late? 
STUDENT: Class started before I got here. 
____________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor? 
JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables. 
__________________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: Glenn, how do you spell 'crocodile?' 
GLENN: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L' 
TEACHER: No, that's wrong 
GLENN: Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it. 
(I Love this child) 
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____________________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water? 
DONALD: H I J K L M N O. 
TEACHER: What are you talking about? 
DONALD: Yesterday you said it's H to O. 
__________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we didn't have ten years ago. 
WINNIE: Me! 
__________________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: Glen, why do you always get so dirty? 
GLEN: Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground than you are. 
_______________________________________  
 
TEACHER: George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry tree, but also admitted it. 
Now, Louie, do you know why his father didn't punish him? 
LOUIS: Because George still had the axe in his hand..... 
______________________________________ 
 
TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating? 
SIMON : No sir, I don't have to, my Mum is a good cook. 
______________________________ 
 
TEACHER: Clyde, your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the same as your brother's. 
Did you copy his? 
CLYDE: No, sir. It's the same dog.  

(I want to adopt this kid!!!) 
___________________________________ 
 

TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are no longer 
interested? 
HAROLD: A teacher. 
__________________________________ 
 

PASS IT AROUND AND MAKE SOMEONE LAUGH!    “: - ) 

 
Due to current economic conditions the light at the end of the tunnel has been turned off. 

 
 
 
 

37 
 



Membership Registration Form 

1. The form on the following page can be used to send your information to the Chesapeake Chapter 
of the New England MG-T Register for Membership Registration or other information requests.  

2. Please note that we will never supply your information to a third party, will never use your 
information for telemarketing, and will use your information solely for membership 
application/registration purposes.  

3. You must print, fill-out and mail the form to the address specified below.  You may do this by 
clicking here or by clicking on the form below (this requires the free Acrobat Reader).  

4. Our organization is a local chapter of the New England MG 'T' Register, so we must require that 
all Chapter Members also be members in the "Register." If you do not belong to the "Register," 
please request information and application forms by contacting  the "Register's" specific website: 
http://www.nemgtr.org/join.htm 

Additional Notes: 

1. Note that you do not need to own an MG T-type --- all that is required for membership is an 
interest in MG T-type and other classic automobiles!  

2. Please include all letters and numbers shown in the car and engine number boxed on the 
"maker's" plate.  

3. TD owners please note that there are three boxes on your "maker's" plate; include the information 
from all three.  

4. If the engine is a replacement, list the number of the engine actually in the car.  
5. This information is needed for the chapter's records and to correct and update the Register's files.  
6. Incomplete forms will be returned to you via your provided address, for needed corrections.  
7. If you have additional MGs, please attach additional forms as required. 

Please make check payable to: Chesapeake Chapter NEMGTR --- 
 

Send check to:  Chesapeake Chapter NEMGTR c/o Milton Babirak, 47539 Coldspring 
Place,  

Sterling, VA 21065-7446 
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TSR Advertisements 
 
Editor’s Note: Members of the Chesapeake Chapter of the NEMGTR are encouraged to submit classified 
ads free of charge to the Editor via e-mail or snail mail at one of the addresses shown on page 2.  
Photographs are also accepted --- digital pictures are the easiest to deal with, however!  Please let us 
know the results of your ad (did you make the sale, or find what you were looking for?).   Also, let the 
Editor know whether you want it to appear just once, or in follow-on issues of our TSR Newsletter. 
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