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Words from Our Chairman 
 
The year 2015 has started and I hope that everyone is beginning the year with plans to drive their 
MG-T (or whatever else suits the occasion) at every chance they get. 
  
In the last week of this month, January, Milt Babirak and I are touring with our MG-TD's down 
in the Florida Keys. We are taking the Auto Train from Lorton, VA to Sanford, FL but are 
driving the rest of the way. Tentatively, we are meeting up with member(s) of the Classic MG 
Club of Orlando as well as CCNEMGTR members Dick and Deb Shepherd, who are in Florida 
for the Winter.  We are really looking forward to the trip! 
  
We have several events that are in the initial stages of planning for 2015 --- our traditional Winter Eat Out, Mini-GOF 
2015, Original British Car Day (OBCD), and the Fall Ramble 2015. The Club also has had Tech Sessions in the past 
and one will be planned for 2015 (date TBD). If any members, new ones are encouraged as well, have suggestions for 
additional or existing activities, please do not hesitate to email me or the committee persons listed in TSR. 
  
As mentioned in the Fall TSR, I would like any of the members to make suggestions of non-profits to which our 
Chapter can contribute.  Through the revenue generated by OBCD, this is something the Chapter has done in the past. I 
look forward to any of your thoughts and inputs. 
 
 Safety Fast!                                                     Your Chairman, Shaun English 
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Chapter Officers 
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From the Editor 
 
I hope you enjoy this WINTER 2015 issue of THE SQUARE RIGGER.  As always, to make future editions more fun 
and interesting, I encourage you please to send me pictures of your cars, and stories about them, interesting articles 
about other MG cars, or anything else you think our readership will enjoy!  Humor is welcome!  Here is a recent 
picture of my 1949 MGTC rear fenders and doors on my portable parts shelves --- the car is still under restoration, 
with some continued progress made this fall --- I have completed all the body work and painting of all body pieces.  
See more in ‘Installation Nr 3’ of my restoration saga, begun in the fall of 2013, later in this Edition. 
 

                                                              Flexibly yours, Stephen Woodall 

 2 

mailto:spenglish@aol.com
mailto:mcatta6799@aol.com
mailto:mbabirak@babirakcarr.com
mailto:snidelf@aol.com
mailto:charlieadamsmg@gmail.com
mailto:swoodall@exploit-the-future.com
mailto:chris.kintner@comcast.net
mailto:renk@atlanticbb.net


Welcome to New Members 

We send a warm welcome to the following new members: 

R. Stuart and Christina Bartley / stuartbartley@mac.com / Home Phone: 703-823-0539 / Cell Phone: 703-623-4565 / 
Address: 1005 Janneys Lane, Alexandria, VA 22302 / they own @ 19 classic cars, including a Sequoia Crème color 
1949 MGTC and a red 1959 MGA.  He has offered to host an open house someday, so we can all see them!   

                                  

                              Stuart Bartley & Friend                     Stuart’s 1949 MGTC 

Stephen and Sara Bernheisel / steven.bernheisel@apsva.us / Business Phone: 571-220-7998 / Address: 5 Olivewood 
Court, Greenbelt, MD 20770 / they own a black 1951 MGTD, which has been in the family for at least 30 years.  
Steven’s uncle, Frank Bernheisel, was a member of the Chapter many years ago.  Steven received his TD from his 
uncle! 

Steve Goldman / Owns a white 1952 MGTD / He lives in Oxford, MD --- he joined us for the Fall Ramble  

Russell Burnett / rcburnett7@verizon.net / recently retired, he lives in Reston, VA / he owns a recently purchased red 
1953 MGTD / his car has been in storage, but he expects to have it running soon!   Since he lives near Milton Babirak, 
we can be sure it will happen! 

Leo and Chris Rocca / leorocca@comcast.net / Home Phone: 301-473-5315 / Cell Phone: 301-401-4222 / Address: 
8730 Fox Gap Road, Middletown, MD 21769 / they own a green 1949 MGTC 

 

Recent Chapter Events 

Chesapeake Chapter MG-T Club Fall Ramble 2014 
Invasion of The Eastern Shore 

 
The Eastern Shore was the destination for our 2014 Fall Ramble.  All who attended had a wonderful time!  Many 
brought their MG-T cars, and we explored the area, in beautiful weather --- including Easton, St. Michaels, Tilghman 
Island and Oxford. There was a Friday dinner held at the Robert Morris Inn’s (circa 1710) tavern or tap room, a casual 
atmosphere with good food and warm comfortable surroundings. On Saturday, there was a scenic car trip and special 
lunch.  As one of our planned tour events that day, we were invited to visit the home of an Eastern Shore resident, who 
shared his beautiful classic car collection with us.   For those of us who were there, it was an incredible experience.  
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See the photos of some of his collection below to appreciate.  After seeing the collection, we staged a scenic club 
lineup, on a grassy spot near the water --- note the picture of our cars with a real Chesapeake Bay skipjack behind us 
(think about our club logo!).  After a sunny lunch in Tilghman’s Island, we visited the site of the new Classic Motor 
Museum being created in St. Michaels to celebrate vintage cars.   See article (Thank You Letter) near the end of this 
edition thanking us for our club’s generous donation to their cause.  Later, our Saturday banquet was held in the 
elegant formal dining room of the Inn, with another special menu. At the banquet, Mark Brown was the lucky winner 
of our club fund-raising raffle, for which John Williams donated a beautiful large-scale, hand-made model of an 
MGTD.  All agreed that the food prepared for us all weekend by the Robert Morris Inn’s new owners --- chefs! --- was 
simply wonderful! 
 
Many thanks to Milton Babirak, Ralph Cattaneo, John Williams, Bryan Sieling and his bride, Nanci Edwards, and 
Shaun English for their planning and preparations for this special weekend --- truly one to remember.  Hope I did not 
miss anyone! 
 
On Sunday morning, the members of the Chapter ate another wonderful Robert Morris Inn breakfast, and departed for 
their respective homes.  Here are some pictorial memories of the event. 
 

           
       Checking in on Friday                           Enjoying Dinner on Friday            Oxford-Bellevue Ferry Lineup on  
                                                                                                                                                   Saturday Morning 

           
 Our MGs Underway on the Ferry                  MGTD on the Ferry                   Our MGs --- on the Road Again! 
 

              
        In Front of the Inn                              Incredible Lotus Racing Car                 One of the many Bugatti’s 
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  An Incredible Jaguar SSK-100         Historic, Custom Hispano-Suiza                 A Beautiful Rolls Royce 
 

             
Alfa Romeo --- Fast Standing Still        Row of Perfect Bugatti Coupes            Another Rare, Perfect Jaguar 
 
 

           
 Club Lineup with real Skipjack!                 Full Shot of Our Lineup           Sunny Lunch at Tilghman’s Island 
                               Bridge Restaurant 

         
At the Saturday Evening Banquet        More Enjoying the Banquet              Even More Banquet Revelers! 
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  A Happy Mark Brown Wins               About the Robert Morris Inn           Sunday We Make our Farewells 
   the Raffled Model MGTD 
 

 

Hunt Country Classic Show 

12 October 2014 

Some Pictures of Our Cars and Others’ 
 
A lovely, dry day greeted this year’s popular Hunt Country Classic car show.  Many of our member’s cars were on 
display.  We even got to see the baby beagle again --- whom we first met last summer at OBCD!   Woof.   Aroooo. 
 

      
  The MG-T Series Lineup with the           Tom Ford’s Just Completed               Phil Williams’ MGYT EXU 
      OBCD 2014 Baby Beagle                               MGTC Restoration 

 
 

                         
    Tom Ford Posing by his Two-Tone Baby                                      Michael Eaton’s Special Twin-Cam MGA 
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Upcoming Chapter & Chapter-Related Events 

 
Winter Eat Out 2015 

 
Our 2015 Winter Eat Out for 2015 is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, the 15th of February, from 11:00 to 3:00.  
Planning is in progress for it to be held where it was held in 2014, at the beautiful Trump Country Club.  
  
When the location, date and times are affirmed, the word will go out by e-mail! 
 

Original British Car Day Planning Meeting and Lunch 
 
John Tokar is looking for a date --- probably sometime in late February or early March ---when most of the key people 
are available for our traditional lunch and planning meeting for our Original British Car Day.   June 2015 will be 
coming sooner that we think!   Stay tuned for the announcement e-mail from John! 

 

Mini-GoF 2015 --- Save the Dates --- 1-2-3 May 2015! 

 
Shaun English, Milton Babirak, Ralph Cattaneo and others are currently discussing to possibilities for our Mimi-GoF 
2015 plans.  Please save the dates for our usual weekend, 1-2-3 May --- Friday, Saturday and Sunday!   Info to follow 
by e-mail soon, with more details to be provided in the SPRING 2015 Edition of the TSR.   If you have ideas for where 
we should go, and would like to volunteer to help plan our 2015 Mini-GoF, call Shaun or Milton soon! 
 
 
 

 
A Real Skipjack, Underway 
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Technical & Historical Matters Articles for this TSR Issue 

Winter Technical Articles 

Cars Seen on the Eastern Shore 

By Charlie Adams, TSR Technical Editor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I remain in awe of our fall ramble excursion to see a private car collection on the Eastern Shore.  I reviewed again the 
photos of the collection I took that morning, and they reminded me of those very special moments.  I especially 
enjoyed seeing the delighted expressions of the owner, and his son, as they discussed their incredible collection.  See 
above the beautiful custom-bodied Hispano Suiza from the collection. 
 
Here is a photo of the owner’s rare Bugatti Type 57S Atalante, which is one of only 17 such cars in existence.   These 
cars were equipped with a twin cam, straight 8 motor of 3.3 liters.  The Bugatti Type 57 was a touring model produced 
from 1934 through 1940; the standard version produced about 135 horse power and was capable of 95 mph.  Bugatti 
made about 630 of this type.   
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One of the owner’s Bugatti’s is one of the few short-wheel-base, two-door coupes named after a heroine of Greek 
mythology, Atalanta.  Some of the Type 57S cars were equipped at the Bugatti factory with a supercharger, but I do 
not recall if the owner’s car was so equipped.  
 
In 2008, a similar Bugatti Type 57S was discovered in a private garage in Newcastle on Tyne, untouched for 48 years.  
This car was auctioned in February 2009 in Paris and sold for $5 million, becoming one of the highest valued cars to 
that date due to its full ownership history, original condition and low mileage of only 26,284. 

 
Charlie’s New Project --- Finding the Right MGTF --- TF7309 ! 

By Charlie Adams, TSR Technical Editor 

 
Having decided I would one day have an MGTF, I’d been looking for a good example to restore.  My search has taken  
perhaps 18 months or more, and provided opportunities to see quite of few TFs, as I assessed cars which came up for 
sale.   
 
My general criterion was to find the best car through an unhurried search, one requiring some restoration and within 
budget.  I was looking for a car with a known history, relatively few owners, some records, no known accidents, and 
moderate or fewer miles.  Also, for me, a bargain had a long afterglow. 
 
I considered cars which were drivers with issues, as well as few which had been off the road for years.  My preference 
was for a running car; those off the road had to have some very strong positive points to remain in consideration.  With 
the running and driving cars, the prices are usually higher and my standards would rise as well.  
 
One of the key assessments when looking at each car was to make a rough estimate of the restoration work required.  
Is the car presentable enough for a rolling restoration and is the car strong enough mechanically to drive or must the 
car be immediately laid up?   
 
I must have seen advertisements for perhaps 50 TFs over the past 18 months and inquired about 15 of them.  Most did 
not measure up to their descriptions.  A particularly suspicious comment in these advertisements is that the cars which 
were off the road for years are now “running and driving,” as if that says it all.  Many of these cars have been 
improperly resurrected for a quick sale and offer no more than a ticket to expensive disappointment.    
 
I found this cream 1954 example near Boone NC.  It looked terrific, but was a mechanical disaster.  Barely running, it 
had little power, the transmission bearings were beyond shot, wheel cylinders were leaking, clutch judder accompanied 
each start, steering pulled left, and the engine knocks seemed to me to be loose wrist pins.    
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Haven’t you heard this narrative…”all we had to do was spray a little starting fluid in the carbs and the engine sprang 
to life for the first time in over 15 years.”  When started in such a casual manner, engines are being run dry until oil 
pressure is built to supply the bearings and valve train.  Some do not think of oiling the cylinders, valve train, raising 
oil pressure, or pulling the lifters and putting a little lube on each before a restart.  Without such steps, the cylinders, 
bearings, lifters and camshaft run dry on the restart, taking some life from the engine.   
 
This one from the Abingdon, VA area needed everything.  It was advertised as a “gem” and the owner told me it would 
be a very smart buy at $19,500.  When I saw the car I found the body was very rough, and the base timbers were 
cracked, broken and collapsing.  Worse yet, it was hardly running.  We barely made it around the block with the “fully 
rebuilt” engine bucking, misfiring and backfiring through the carbs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is best not to be in a hurry when looking for a car, but when a good candidate comes along, it is also important to be 
ready to make a deal promptly.  These negative experience make us properly cautious but when a very good project car 
comes along, the potential needs to be recognized and a deal promptly struck if the price is right. 
 
This TF1500 had excellent potential.  Reportedly restored by an expert (who recalled doing only mechanical work), it 
had been in storage for at least 7 years.  However, the storage garage was located in harsh salt air conditions.  My 
inspection indicated the car had been stored longer, and all its chrome had been ruined by salt exposure.  I priced the 
car based on the requirements for the mechanical restoration of the car after its long storage as well as for restoring the 
chrome.  Bidding for the car was brisk, and I passed up on this opportunity when the bidding went beyond reason.    
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I finally found “my” (  ) TF north of Baltimore, where it was advertised on Craigslist --- see pictures and build date 
info below!  When I saw the advertisement, the listing has been posted for a full month and I thought the car would be 
committed already.  However, to my surprise it had not, and two days later I visited to see the project.  Before going to 
see the car I looked up its car number to verify the engine number and determined its original color. 
 

 
 
 
 
When I arrived, I was greeted by Ron Clunk, who had owned the car for the past 51 years.  Ron and his wife were 
downsizing and decided he would be unlikely to complete the restoration he started 15 years ago.  After looking it 
over, I decided this was the one for me.  The chassis had been restored, engine and transmission rebuilt, new wheels 
and tires one year old, rebuilt shock absorbers and a completely dismantled body, off the car.  The body was in original 
paint with very little rust, solid wood and the original interior included.  The frame looked very straight, as are all of 
the body pieces.  It’s a great project car for me and best of all, my wife Alana likes what it will become.  More anon --- 
look for progress reports in future editions of the TSR! 
 
 

An MGTF Like Charlie’s New Car Will Become 
--- It is His Goal --- Can’t Wait to See it!    

 

 

Jumping In With Both Feet – Restoration of My 1949 MGTC – Installation Nr 3 

Since I began this discussion in our Summer Edition of The Square Rigger, and over the fall, I was able to get some 
additional work done on my MG-TC restoration.  As with last summer, not quite as much as I had hoped, but … work, 
family, and extended holiday events often take priority!  “Life gets in the way,” to quote a popular financial planner. 
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Since the Fall TSR article was published, I have completed as of mid-December 2014 --- using the paint booth and 
spray painting equipment at George C. Marshall High School, where I have taken several advanced adult-education 
Auto Body (Industry Collision) Repair classes --- the remainder of the body work, preparation, and painting on all my 
MGTC body parts, including the four bonnet sections, the doors, and the grille slats.  Using the services of the 
American Striping Company (ASCO), in Manassas, VA, I had a number of hard to prepare and paint parts beautifully 
powder coated, to a color matching the dark silver-gray metallic paint I have used on the body tub, bonnet and gas 
tank. These powder-coated parts included the spare tire rack, the headlight brackets, the spotlight and horn brackets, 
and the gas tank securing straps.  ASCO did a super job for me, and the cost was quite reasonable. 

By way of adventures, I had one “major disaster” this fall --- regarding gas tank repairs.  I decided that while the gas 
tank was off the car, I would get it internally cleaned out and restored, rust holes repaired, and refinished. When I 
removed it, it rattled when shaken. Turns out that the bottom of the tank was full of hundreds of fragments of ossified 
gasoline --- some as big as a cigar!   For repairs, I took it to the Looper Service Center in Rockville, MD --- with 
whom I had become acquainted through their booth at our Original British Car Day event in June of 2014.  I contracted 
with them to clean out, repair and refinish the insides of the tank. Since this required cutting holes in the tank to get at 
inaccessible places, I reminded them please not to make cuts on the back (facing outward) surface of the tank, which I 
had just completed restoring with much careful, time-consuming body work. When I picked up the tank “repaired” 
about a week later, I was aghast to discover that they had --- alas --- made six ugly, rough, and irregular semi-
rectangular cuts on the back (facing outward) side of the tank.  “Bent Trash Can” was the general look.   The owner 
apologized, and said he would take care of it.   I came back a week later, and picked up my gas tank.  The interior 
refinishing and metal repairs were acceptable, and the marred back surface of the tank was patched with a heavy 
coating of body filler. Building on what I learned in my auto body repair classes, I was able to work with the body 
filler, and restore my gas tank surfaces to a satisfactory condition before painting.  As you can see from one of the 
pictures below, it turned out OK.   However, the stress of seeing it so badly damaged by (expensive) “repair” people 
was considerable.  Note: I would probably go back to Mr. Looper’s place for future gas tank work, but I would be sure 
to redouble my efforts to make sure they understood which surface was NOT to be cut open! 

It has now been just a bit over a year since I began taking the MGTC apart in mid-October of 2013.  My plans for 2015 
are to overhaul the engine, possibly install a new 5-speed transmission, restoring or re-chroming the chrome parts and 
bits, replace the wiring harness, replace the interior and weather gear (top and side curtains), and reassemble the car. 

Here are some pictures of the progress just noted.   More to follow in the Spring TSR edition.  Stay tuned!  Any ideas 
or encouragement appreciated!    Come over to see it, if you like!    Just give a call, and we can pick a time. 

         

        MGTC back on the Lift            Gas Tank after Repairs & Painting       Car and Body Tub on Lift        
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     Bonnet Sections after Painting             Powder Coated Brake Drums                     Powder Coated “Bits” 
 

                  
                 Painted Front Fenders                                                                          Painted Grille Slats 

John Debelius’ Garage 

Here are some pictures of John Debelius’ recently completed Garage Mahal, for your enjoyment!   It was built semi-
attached to his home, with room for shop work and car storage and display.   A contractor built the foundation and the 
outside shell of the garage, and John completed all the interior work, himself.  Very nice, John! 
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A Restoration --- What's It Really Cost? 

With Thanks to the July 2014 Issue of Classic Motorsports 

 

Written by Tim Suddard 

From the July 2014 issue of Classic Motorsports 

It’s such a simple question: What’s it cost? In the world of classic cars, however, it’s one we spend a lot of time either 
obsessing over or ignoring completely. 

We obsess over it at auctions, where the prices of even common collector cars like Mustangs and Triumph TRs 
approach $40,000. We think that’s crazy, but isn’t that just another way of saying we conveniently ignore the flip side 
of that purchase cost? I’m talking, of course, about the cost to restore a car. 

I’ve been spending a lot of time on that flip side restoring our Mini Cooper project car. When I first looked at this car, 
the owner was asking $10,000–and boldly told me that it was worth $25,000 when it was done. I explained to him that 
he was absolutely right: Once I bought his car for $10,000 and put another $25,000 in it, it would be worth $25,000. 

He sheepishly cut his asking price in half and I bought the car. 

Fast-forward a few years, and we are nearly done restoring this cool little numbers-matching 1967 Mini Cooper S. On 
the plus side, in concours condition it is now worth more like $40,000; on the minus side, it was (of course) way 
rougher than we originally thought. We just got finished with nearly 200 hours of welding and fabrication just to make 
the shell perfect again. 

That’s the nature of restoration costs: They’re nebulous. They grow over time. They also tend to stay hidden, since a 
reluctance to face bad news (or one’s spouse) means the receipts are often hidden, ignored or lost. Even if they are 
tracked religiously, they rarely include the costs of sorting a newly rebuilt car. 

It all adds up to this: Not many of us really know what it costs to restore a car. That’s especially true for those of us 
who do at least some of the work ourselves. We don’t calculate how much time we spend in the garage, and how 
would we assign a cost to it if we did? 

Nevertheless, let’s try a little math here. So we bought a Mini for $5000, and spent $10,000 at Mini Mania for parts. 
Let’s not forget the used door and other pieces we got from Heritage Garage–better add another $1000 there. We spent 
a few thousand in machine work doing the head and rebuilding the transmission. We bought Vredestein tires and Koni 
shocks; this set us back another $1500 or so. We spent another $2000 rebuilding the rest of the suspension, since we 
decided to stick with the original displacers. A paint job is going to set us back $5000, and that‘s only because our 
paint guy takes real, real good care of us. We got a new wiring harness from British Wiring, an insulation kit from 
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Quiet Ride Solutions, and we had the original heater rebuilt by Ron Jernigan. Chock up another grand or two. We sent 
the gauges to Nisonger, and while they come back perfect every time, that cost a few bucks as well. 

Add this all up, throw in the additional $5000 in miscellaneous expenses that I know this car will need before it is 
done, and we have a grand total of nearly $35,000. Right off the bat, we’re $10,000 over the $25,000 cost I quoted the 
original owner when I bought the car. We always seem to underestimate costs–plus, as we have mentioned, although 
this car was very original and had all its numbers matching, it had been ridden hard and put away very, very wet. 

At least I can comfort myself with the idea of a $5000 profit on my projected $40,000 sale, right? Yes and no. Notice 
that we haven’t talked about labor. Along with my buddies Jere and Tom, I have some 500 hours in this car already. At 
$20 an hour, that’s about $10,000. At a more realistic $50-$70 shop rate, that’s a cubic crapton of money. And if this 
car was more complicated, like the Sunbeam Tiger project we did a few years ago, that number would be more like 
2000 hours. 

Obviously, my accountant would tell me that none of my hard work makes any sense. Going to auction and buying a 
nicely restored Mini at auction for top dollar looks like the deal of a lifetime, right? 

Not so fast. We haven’t figured in my savings on therapy costs, and let’s face it, a good shrink charges more than even 
the most expensive shop rate. And since most of us crazies would spend our time (and money) on some other bad habit 
if we weren’t out in the shop, I consider myself money ahead for every hour I spend there. 

Back in the real world, though, if you’re a bottom line kind of person, purchasing finished cars is the way to go. If you 
can get a car at club-newsletter prices, you’ll win big, but even if you pay all the money at auction, you’ll still save 
time and dollars over trying to restore it. 

If, however, you are like me and you do this because you love it, then you can’t put a dollar figure on what you get out 
of bringing old cars back to life. I have restored more than 40 cars in the last 30 years, and as I near the finish line with 
our Mini, I am already getting excited about the 1958 Tornado Typhoon I’m going to do next. After all, I’ve spent way 
more on stupider stuff. 

XPAG Engine Rebuild with John Twist 

University Motors will hold a Seminar on XPAG Engine Rebuilding on 11-12 February 2015, limited to a class of 25 
enthusiasts.   In this event, John Twist will rebuild a TC/TD/TF XPAG Engine and start it in two days.   
 
Starting with individual components spread out in careful order on two banquet tables, John will deliberately, steadily, 
and with humor, assemble the sub-components, then assemble the engine in the course of the two days.  He will then 
fire it up–start it up–on the bench in a cloud of smoke and fire.  This is a demonstration / lecture / observation that has 
no equal!  We have built about ten XPAG engines and have had nearly over 100 graduates from these courses since 
1991.  Participants will receive John’s newest issue of the XPAG Engine Rebuild Booklet. 

For more info, go to this site: 

 http://universitymotorsltd.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/UML-TechSem-30-15-Registration-Form.pdf 
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Aging Gracefully 
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Finding Out When Your MG-T Was Built (Useful Re-Run!) 

With Thanks to Rocky Van Dullen (Williamsburg MG-T Club) 

By going to the website below, I discovered that my MGTC (Chassis Number TC 9276) came off the production line 
on 16 July 1949, with original engine number XPAG 9851.  All you need to get your build completion date is go to the 
web site, and enter your Chassis Number.   
 
This is the (UK) M.G. Car Club's T-Register website, which has a feature showing production records, what little there 
are: 
 
 http://www.tregister.org/recall_page.php?req_page=records_home 
 
This information comes from a bound, handwritten ledger book now in the Club's keeping.  Rocky Van Dullen told me 
that he saw/held the original when at their HQ in Abingdon in 1994.  The only data captured was Chassis number, 
Engine number and Build date.  Nothing on paint, upholstery or destination.  How things have changed with data 
bases!  Rocky and Catherine Van Dullen have been the proud owners of TC2482 for 38 years! 
 

 
Clever WD40 Advertisement from the Past 

 
 

 
 

 17 

http://www.tregister.org/recall_page.php?req_page=records_home


In The Service of Safety 
 

 
 
 

Flexibility Increases as We Age 
 
A.A.A.D.D. --- You should know and recognize the Symptoms! 
 
Thank goodness there's a name for this disorder.   It is called “Age-Activated Attention Deficit Disorder.” 
 
This is how it manifests:  
 
I decide to water my garden. As I turn on the hose in the driveway, I look over at my car and decide it needs washing.  
 
As I start toward the garage, I notice mail on the porch table that I brought up from the mail box earlier.  
 
I decide to go through the mail before I wash the car.  
 
I lay my car keys on the table, put the junk mail in the garbage can under the table, and notice that the can is full.  
 
So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take out the garbage first ...  
 
But then I think, since I'm going to be near the mailbox when I take out the garbage anyway,  
I may as well pay the bills first.  
 
I take my check book off the table, and see that there is only one check left.  My extra checks are in my desk in the 
study, so I go inside the house to my desk where I find the can of Pepsi I'd been drinking. 
 
I'm going to look for my checks, but first I need to push the Pepsi aside so that I don't accidentally knock it over.  
 
The Pepsi is getting warm, and I decide to put it in the refrigerator to keep it cold.  
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As I head toward the kitchen with the Pepsi, a vase of flowers on the counter catches my eye--they need water.  
 
I put the Pepsi on the counter and discover my reading glasses that I've been searching for all morning.  
 
I decide I better put them back on my desk, but first I'm going to water the flowers.  
 
I set the glasses back down on the counter, fill a container with water and suddenly spot the TV remote.  
Someone left it on the kitchen table.  
 
I realize that tonight when we go to watch TV, I'll be looking for the remote, but I won't remember that it's on the 
kitchen table, so I decide to put it back in the den where it belongs,  
 
But first I'll water the flowers.  I pour some water in the flowers, but quite a bit of it spills on the floor.  
 
So, I set the remote back on the table, get some towels and wipe up the spill.  
 
Then, I head down the hall trying to remember what I was planning to do. 
 
At the end of the day: the car isn't washed; the bills aren't paid; there is a warm can of Pepsi sitting on the counter; the 
flowers don't have enough water; there is still only 1 check in my check book; I can't find the remote; I can't find my 
glasses; and, I don't remember what I did with the car keys. 
 
Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got done today, I'm really baffled because I know I was busy all day,  
and I'm really tired.  
 
I realize this is a serious problem, and I'll try to get some help for it, but first I'll check my e-mail ... .  
 
Do me a favor. Share this story with everyone you know, because I don't remember who I've sent it to.  
 
Don't laugh -- if this isn't you yet, your day is coming!        
  

Old Woman versus a State Trooper 
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Here is a Definite Need 
 

 
 

 
Spring in Washington, DC --- It Won’t Be Long Now! 
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Following Article – Thanks go to the June 2014 Version of Hemmings! 
Celebrating the Octagon 
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Twelve-Step Program --- Thanks Again to Hemmings! 
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Thank You Letter from Classic Motor Museum of St. Michaels, MD 
--- Gratitude for our $500.00 Donation   

 

 
 

              
          Presenting our Check – Shaun English                   MGs Lined Up at the Presentation 

 

 26 



MG-T Tips --- From an August 1965 Washington, DC MG Club Newsletter 
--- Many Thanks to Mike Lutz for Sharing! 
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The Original British Car Day (OBCD) 

38th Annual Meet / Sunday, June 7, 2015 / Lilypons Water Gardens - Adamstown, Maryland 

The Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG “T” Register is proud to invite you to the 38th meet of The 
Original British Car Day.  This event is held for the enjoyment of all British car and motorcycle enthusiasts.  This 
year’s Featured Marque will be the MGA, in honor of its 60th Anniversary! 

The event is held annually from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM at the beautiful grounds of Lilypons Water Gardens.  Come 
and enjoy this gathering of all British marques in one setting and the beauty of the water gardens.  Bring your leashed 
pet and picnic lunch or partake of the food and drink offered by various food vendors.   

Whether you are displaying your car, or just coming to enjoy the event, the drive is beautiful no matter which 
direction you come from.  Lilypons Water Gardens is located in Adamstown, Maryland on Lilypons Road. It can be 
accessed easily from the North I-70 or I-270 via Route 85, or from the South via Route 28.  Please visit their web site 
at www.lilypons.com for directions and more information about their establishment. 

The contact person for OBCD is John M. Tokar, Chairman, who can be reached at 410-775-0500, or by email at 
jtokar51@verizon.net .    For more information please visit our website at: www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com 

We look forward to seeing you there on Sunday, June 7, 2015! 

Membership Registration Form 

1. The form on the following page can be used to send your information to the Chesapeake Chapter of the New 
England MG-T Register for Membership Registration or other information requests.  

2. Please note that we will never supply your information to a third party, will never use your information for 
telemarketing, and will use your information solely for membership application/registration purposes.  

3. You must print, fill-out and mail the form to the address specified below.  You may do this by clicking here or 
by clicking on the form below (this requires the free Acrobat Reader).  

4. Our organization is a local chapter of the New England MG 'T' Register, so we must require that all Chapter 
Members also be members in the "Register." If you do not belong to the "Register," please request information 
and application forms by contacting  the "Register's" specific website: http://www.nemgtr.org/join.htm 

Additional Notes: 

1. Note that you do not need to own an MG T-type --- all that is required for membership is an interest in MG T-
type and other classic automobiles!  

2. Please include all letters and numbers shown in the car and engine number boxed on the "maker's" plate.  
3. TD owners please note that there are three boxes on your "maker's" plate; include the information from all 

three.  
4. If the engine is a replacement, list the number of the engine actually in the car.  
5. This information is needed for the chapter's records and to correct and update the Register's files.  
6. Incomplete forms will be returned to you via your provided address, for needed corrections.  
7. If you have additional MGs, please attach additional forms as required. 

Please make check payable to: Chesapeake Chapter NEMGTR --- 
Send check to:  Chesapeake Chapter NEMGTR c/o Milton Babirak, 47539 Coldspring Place,  

Sterling, VA 21065-7446 
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 29 



TSR Advertisements 
 

Editor’s Note: Members of the Chesapeake Chapter of the NEMGTR are encouraged to submit classified ads free of 
charge to the Editor via e-mail or snail mail at one of the addresses shown on page 2.  Photographs are also accepted --
- digital pictures are the easiest to deal with, however!  Please let us know the results of your ad (did you make the 
sale, or find what you were looking for?).   Also, let the Editor know whether you want it to appear just once, or in 
follow-on issues of our TSR Newsletter. 
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