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Words from Our Chairman 
One of the things about driving an MG that is better than gardening --- you don't have 
to wait until the 1st of May to start enjoying it! 
 

April starts the season to take your MG out for a drive --- not only to enjoy the weather 
but also to go to a variety of car shows. On the 24th of April, the Britain on the Green 
show, sponsored by the Capital Triumph Register, will be held at Gunston Hall in 
Virginia.  Next, on the 19th and 20th of May, there is the Carlisle Imports and 
Performance Nationals in Carlisle, PA.  If you go to this event, you can also 
conveniently go to the Rolls Royce Museum in Mechanicsburg, PA or the Antique 
Automobile Club of America Museum in Hershey, PA, which are 10 miles and 36 
miles from Carlisle, respectively.  Also, remember to save the date for our own 39th 
Original British Car Day held at Lilypons Water Gardens in Adamstown, MD, this year to be held on 
Sunday, the 5th of June. For less formal meets, look for the many local ‘Car & Coffee’ gatherings which 
are held almost every weekend. 
  
An invitation has been sent to attend an Open House at the garage of fellow member Jamie Steves.  The 
event will be held from 10:00 to noon on Saturday, the 9th of July, in Unison, VA.  Let me know if you 
have not received the invitation and would like to join us. 
  
Sunday, the 20th of March, marked the beginning of Spring 2016 and we have had some nice days for 
driving our MG's since then.  I hope you have been able to take advantage of them!  Sadly, I have to 
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report that there will be no Chesapeake Chapter Mini-GoF this Spring --- alas, we have had no volunteers 
this year to plan and lead this much appreciated ritual, usually held the first weekend in May. We’ll work 
to ensure that this does not happen in 2017! 
  

Safety Fast!                                                     Your Chairman, Shaun English 
 

Chapter Officers 
Chairman   Vice Chairman   Secretary/ Treasurer  
Shaun P. English  (Volunteer Needed!)  Michelle Cattaneo 
9318 Brambly Lane      772 Oak Grove Circle 
Alexandria, VA 22039-3010     Severna Park, MD 21146 
(703) 229-3317       (410) 647-6060 
spenglish@aol.com       mcatta6799@aol.com  
 
Membership Chairman Events Chairman  Regalia Chairman 
Milton Babirak   Lin Snider   Lin Snider (Acting) 
47539 Coldspring Place  P.O. Box 145   (Volunteer Needed!) 
Sterling, VA 20165-7446 Walkersville, MD 21793   
(703) 406-4753   (301) 845-6381 
mbabirak@babirakcarr.com  snidelf@aol.com  
 
Technical Advisor  Newsletter Editor  Historian 
Charlie Adams   Maxie Brown   (Volunteer Needed!) 
8406 Westpointe Drive  12216 Bristow Road 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 Bristow, VA 20136 
(703) 582-3757   (540) 219-4771 
charlieadamsmg@gmail.com   Mbrown@culpeperva.gov    
 
Chairwoman Emeritus  Webmaster 
Ruth Renkenberger  Chris Kintner 
8245 Ingleton Circle  chris.kintner@comcast.net  
Easton, MD 21601 
(410) 822-6061 
renk@atlanticbb.net  

From Your Editor 
 
I hope you enjoy this SPRING 2016 issue of THE SQUARE RIGGER, our club’s quarterly newsletter   
--- my final edition as your editor.  As I mentioned in the WINTER 2016 TSR, by the completion and 
distribution of this edition, I will have turned over the duties as your TSR Editor to Maxie Brown (bride 
of Mark Brown).  I know that Maxie will do a brilliant job for you!  I and all of us warmly welcome 
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Maxie aboard, and thank her in advance for her willingness to take on this demanding and important role 
for our MG-T club.   
As usual, in order to make future editions more fun and interesting, I encourage you please to send Maxie 
pictures of your cars, and stories about them, interesting articles about other MG cars, or anything else 
you think our readership will enjoy!  MG Humor and MG History are always welcome!   
                                                                                                                                            

                                             Flexibly yours, Stephen Woodall 
           Adieu! 

Welcome to New Members       “: - ) 

Welcome Aboard to Mr. Erick Blackwelder of 3320 Wessynton Way, Alexandria, VA 22039.  (H) 703-
677-1120 / (Cell) 703-677-1120 / (E-Mail) ericjblackwelder@gmail.com .    He owns a Black 1952 
MGTD, which has been in his family since the 1960s --- it was his Dad’s car --- and has always been 
driven and maintained in good running condition. 
Also, Welcome Aboard to Cliff Essman, who has owned a 1953 MGTD for about 30 years.  Cliff is a 
semi-retired psychologist living in Owings Mills, Maryland. He admits to being 66, and the father of two 
grown sons! 

 

 
Our Club Symbol --- A Real Chesapeake Bay Skipjack, Underway (I still love this picture!) 
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Recent Chapter & Other Events 

Winter Eat Out 2016 

Saturday, the 21st of February 2016 

Our Chesapeake Chapter held its Annual Winter Eat Out on Sunday, the 21st of February, at the amazing 
Normandie Farm Restaurant, at 10710 Falls Road in Potomac, MD.  The food from the enormous buffet 
spread was incredible, and the company lively and happy to be together --- sharing MG-T stories --- on a 
typical DC-area cold, gray winter’s day. 
 

        

   Lin “Puts out the Word” at the Eat Out                  Ace Telling a moving MGTD Story 

 

Waiting for More Champagne! 
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Upcoming Chapter & Chapter-Related Events 
 

Join Us for the 1st Planning Session for Our 3rd Annual Winter Tour to Florida 
 
You are invited to join us on Saturday, the 14th of May, 2016 at 3:00 pm at Shaun English’s home, 9318 
Brambly Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309-3010, for the first planning session for our 2017 Winter Tour to 
Florida. In 2015, we went to the Florida Keys. In 2016, we went to the Sun Coast of Florida, including 
Tampa, St. Pete, Sanibel and Sebring. Each year we take the Amtrak AutoTrain and take an overnight 
non-stop trip from Lorton Virginia to Sanford Florida. Then, we drive around selected routes for about a 
week to ten days. This year we hope to start planning the Winter Tour, using the same format.  
We will select dates, start to research various Florida destinations, identify activities and scenic driving 
routes. If you have an interest in participating in the trip for this coming Winter, please join us for this 
planning session. The planning is half the fun and the trip is always terrific.   
Please contact Milton Babirak at mbabirak@babirakcarr.com or 703-501-7924. 
 

Planning for has Begun for the Fall Ramble 2016 

The 28th, 29th, and 30th of October 2016, in the Frederick, MD Area 

An Invitation to Join the Planning Team --- Still Plenty of Seats! 
 
The Planning Committee of the Fall Ramble has already been working on this year’s event.  The 2016 
Fall Ramble is scheduled for October 28, 29 and 30, 2016 in the Frederick area.  Please reserve these 
dates on your calendar.  We are negotiating the reservation of fourteen rooms at a charming and 
comfortable Inn for our accommodations. Arguably, it is the nicest inn or hotel we have visited at any Fall 
Ramble. We may add a new feature this year. On Friday, we hope to have an afternoon Tea and Cocktail 
Party in the formal gardens of the Inn. We have also been working on the driving routes. Members of the 
Planning Committee have been driving routes to select the most scenic. We are trying to plan some new 
activities, too. More about them later.  
If you’re interested in joining the Planning Committee, you should know it is more fun than work! The 
committee currently consists of several very dedicated and longstanding members but one or two 
additional members would be welcomed. If you are interested in joining, please contact Milton Babirak 
(703-501-7924) or John Williams (703-321-0504). Thanks! 
 

Technical & Historical & Humor Articles for this TSR Issue 
 

Coming Very Soon --- Our John Twist Tech Session – 16th & 17th of April 2016! 
Updated Notes from Our Technical Editor, Charlie Adams  

If you have not yet registered to attend, see registration information below!  

Two Slots Are Available 
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Contact Charlie Adams to Register --- see info below!  

Rolling Tech Session 

The Chapter members have chosen a rolling technical session with John, which will span our two 
days.   This format is John’s most popular presentation.  John will examine one MG after another in this 
fast paced session, all the while bantering with and instructing the members.  John will probe for 
shortcomings and make the repairs, which time permits.   For repairs which are too complex or time 
consuming, the owner will be provided instructions about how to perform the repair or comments about 
what needs to be accomplished.  

As time permits, John will also discuss technical topics of interest to the members.  If you inform Charlie 
Adams of the topics you would like John to address, he will pass these along to John. 

 Location  

Steve and Nancy Woodall’s Carriage House, 8180 Cottage Rose Court, Fairfax Station, VA 

 Here is a link to a Google map with the location of Steve and Nancy’s home: 
https://goo.gl/maps/CmF6rEddvyy 

The carriage house is ideally designed for such a tech session, as it will be held in the bay with a lift, 
which will permit an examination of from below as well as above. 

Schedule for Saturday and Sunday 

8:00 to 8:30 AM                Meet and Greet/Order Lunch 

8:30 AM to 12:00 PM      Rolling Tech 

12:00 PM to 1:00 PM      Lunch  

1:00 PM to 4:30 PM        Rolling Tech 

 All members are invited to dine with John on Saturday evening following the tech session.  See below 
for more information.   

Tentative Schedule   

Saturday  

         Morning 

                  Milt Babirak    TD Anti-Sway Bar Installation 

                  Jim Bradley    TF Tuning and Cooling 

                  Jerry Vitarelli   TD or TC Exam 
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         Afternoon 

                  Mark Brown   TD Exam 

                  Jerry Vitarelli   TD or TC Exam 

                  Shaun English   TD Tuning and Exam  

Sunday 

         Morning 

                  John Williams   TC Exam 

                  Mike Eaton       TC Exam 

                  Steve Woodall   Steve’s choice 

         Afternoon 

                  Charlie Adams  TF  Chassis Progress 

                  Steve Woodall   Steve’s choice 

Lunch 

On Saturday, lunch will be ordered in the morning (to be paid in cash, in an envelope with your name on 
it, with your order in it!) from a local sub and sandwich menu.  On Sunday, we could either repeat the sub 
and sandwich lunch or order pizza.  On both days, your lunch will then be delivered to the tech session, 
where we will dine in style in the Woodall’s meeting/event space.  

Saturday Evening Dinner  

Again, all participants are welcome to dine with John following the tech session on Saturday.  The start 
time for the dinner will be about one hour after the tech session ends, perhaps about 5:30 to 6 pm.   We 
have tentatively selected the Mount Vernon Inn, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Mount Vernon 
VA located about 30 minutes from the Woodall home.   

Maps and directions to the restaurant will be provided on Saturday morning.  Also, here is a link to a 
Google map identifying the restaurant location: https://goo.gl/maps/2P5EfwWTN9M2  

Depending on our numbers for dinner, we may choose to go to the Cedar Knoll Restaurant, which is 
located in the same area.  The restaurant choice will be affirmed during our Saturday session, and 
directions will be provided.  

Hotels 
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Should you wish to stay at a nearby hotel during this event, there are two local choices for about $100 per 
night.   Both hotels are about a 10-minute drive from the tech session location.  If you wish assistance a 
hotel, please contact me. 

Comfort Inn Gunston Corner, 8180 Silverbrook Road, Lorton, VA 22079 / 703-643-3100 

Hampton Inn Potomac Mills/Woodbridge, 1240 Annapolis Way, Woodbridge, VA 22191 / 703-490-2300 

 Registration 

 The registration fee is based on the attending members covering John’s fee plus driving expenses.   

 Attending with a car for John to examine --- $120 / Attending as an observer --- $80 

 Also, please note whether you will attend the Saturday evening dinner, so reservations can be made. 

Payment  

Make your checks to the Chesapeake Chapter, NEMGTR and send to: 

Charlie Adams, 8406 Westpointe Drive, Fairfax Station, VA 22039   

Event Insurance 

 J.C. Taylor will provide event insurance coverage through the New England MG T Register.  All 
attending members should assure their membership in the national MG T Register is current.  

 
Press Release for OBCD Number 39  

The Original British Car Day (OBCD) 

Our 39th Annual Meet 

Sunday, the 5th of June, 2016 

Lilypons Water Gardens - Adamstown, Maryland 

The Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG “T” Register is proud to invite you to the 39th meet of 
The Original British Car Day.  This event is held for the enjoyment of all British car and motorcycle 
enthusiasts.  This year’s Featured Marque will be the MGB GT, in honor of its 50th Anniversary! 

The event is held annually from 8:00 AM until 3:30 PM at the beautiful grounds of Lilypons Water 
Gardens.  Come and enjoy this gathering of all British marques in one setting and the beauty of the water 
gardens.  Bring your leashed pet and picnic lunch or partake of the food and drink offered by various food 
vendors.   

8 
 



Whether you are displaying your car, or just coming to enjoy the event, the drive is beautiful no matter 
which direction you come from.  Lilypons Water Gardens is located in Adamstown, Maryland on 
Lilypons Road. It can be accessed easily from the North I-70 or I-270 via Route 85, or from the South via 
Route 28.  Please visit their web site at www.lilypons.com for directions and more information about their 
establishment. 

The contact person for OBCD is John M. Tokar, Chairman, who can be reached at 410-775-0500, or by 
email at jtokar51@verizon.net 

For more information please visit our website at: www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com 

We look forward to seeing you at Lilypons Water Gardens on Sunday, the 5th of June, 2016! 

 

Our New Car Badge for the Upcoming 40th Anniversary of OBCD --- Next Year! 
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Article: Jumping the Spark  

With Thanks to “The COSTCO Connection,” April 2016  
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Jumping In With Both Feet – Restoration of My 1949 MGTC – Installment Nr 8 

Reporting More Progress on Steve Woodall’s 1949 MGTC 

Since the WINTER 2016 edition of our TSR, with the continued help and advice of Charlie Adams, much 
progress has been made --- both on the mechanical side and the refinishing side of the restoration! 

Since January 2016, we have completed the replacement of the oil seals, shaft bushings, and hub securing 
nuts and related lock washers on both rear hubs.   We have replaced all the brake lines using a Moss brake 
line kit (with the exception of the after one on the left side, which is in an inaccessible location, and 
otherwise seems to be sound).  My brake master cylinder was quickly and beautifully rebuilt (returned, 
completed, only three days after I had mailed it to them!) by White Post Restorations in White Post, VA.  

The front brakes have been fully reassembled and adjusted, and the dark silver, powder-coated brake 
drums installed. We had a surprise here --- one of the otherwise beautiful brake drums was found to be 
excessively out of round, as determined by “run-out” measurements (and eyeball observations) after it 
was installed, and will eventually have to be replaced.  Charlie found a replacement brake drum from one 
of his many sources, and a (hopefully) un-warped replacement new one is on the way! 

On the refinishing side, the clean-up of the rusty tail pipe and muffler assembly has been competed --- it 
is now rust free and totally painted with high-temperature silver paint.  The exhaust manifold has been 
cleaned up, and painted with the same high-temp silver paint. Looks like new! The engine has been fully 
cleaned up, and re-painted with lovely (MGA Red from Moss Motors) red paint.  The clean-up of the 
frame has been completed --- and brush-painted with “Bill Hirsch Super Black Chassis Undercarriage 
(semi-gloss) Paint. With his exceptional agility, Charlie masked the cockpit area under the dash, and 
painted the entire area with dark silver paint (special metallic paint I found at Advance Auto Parts on Ox 
Road in Fairfax Station, VA --- made for painting wheels) that is a good match for the dark silver of the 
body --- looks nice!  The starter motor has been removed, totally cleaned up, and repainted.  I have also 
cleaned up and repainted the radiator and associated piping. 

The floorboards have been cleaned up (the undersides were a real sticky mess), and will soon be 
refinished with “gun stock” stain and a semi-gloss polyurethane sealer. 

Soon, we can get on with installation of the new interior, and to bolt the various body pieces back 
together.  I still have to acquire the new carpets, interior kit, and hood.  I am planning to order all new 
nuts and bolts / fasteners to put the body parts back on the car.  I have discovered that all are available 
from “The Frame Up, LLC” --- to see more, go to their web site, http://www.FromTheFrameUp.com, to 
download their catalog and see their incredible inventory.  As noted last TSR, I still need to get certain 
important parts re-chromed, like the radiator shell.  In any case, I remain committed to getting my MGTC 
back on the road this year!  More on additional, completed progress to follow in the Summer TSR edition, 
in my Restoration Installment Nr 9! 
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New vs Old “Squished” Engine Mounts                Some Cleaned & Repainted Parts      

            
Removing Worn Left Rear Shaft Bushing         Installing New Left Rear Shaft Bushing 

        

  Two of Many New Brake Lines                     Left Front Wheel – Brakes Fully Reassembled 
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    Cockpit Masked for Painting                       Floorboards, Ready for Stain & Polyurethane 

 

Motorhead Resurrected as British Standard Motors (BSM), LLC 

Thanks to Rollo Samuel, One of the New Owners 

At the beginning of March of this year, the owner of the iconic Motorhead Ltd, Jeff Burns, retired after 
serving the British car community in the DC area for the past 39 years.  The services formally provided 
by Motorhead will now be performed by British Standard Motors, LLC, from the same historic location 
in Fairfax (Merrifield), VA.  The new owners --- Rollo Samuel, James Venskus, and Colin Webb --- will 
continue the tradition of excellence service begun by Motorhead back in 1977.   Mechanics Bill Snyder, 
Rob Nicholson, and Richard Cohrs will continue to turn wrenches for BSM, bringing with them years of 
experience in all makes of pre-1980 British car repair and restoration.  Jeff Burns will be staying in the 
area and will be available to offer advice.   
 
BSM will be hosting an Open House Garage Sale and Swap Meet Saturday, the 7th of May at their 
location at 2811-B Old Lee Highway, Fairfax VA, from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Contact Info for British Standard Motors (BSM) Service Department (Formerly known as Motorhead): 

Phone: 703-573-3140 & 703-951-3649 / Web Site: www.britishstandardmotors.com 

E-Mail: service@britishstandardmotors.com  

Address: 2811-B Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22031 
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Article: Helping Sore Hands  

With Thanks to “The COSTCO Connection,” April 2016 
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Article: A Brief History of Jaguar 

Thanks to “Hemmings Motor News,” April 2016 
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Article: Tech Tips --- Diagnosing Wiring Troubles! 

Thanks to “Moss Motors MGT Parts & Accessories Nr MGT-144” 

 

17 
 



Article: Tech Tips --- Lucas Archives --- Starting System 

Thanks to “Moss Motors MGT Parts & Accessories Nr MGT-144” 

 

18 
 



 

19 
 



Article: Tech Tips --- Wiring Color Codes 

Thanks to “Moss Motors MGT Parts & Accessories Nr MGT-144” 
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Amazing Laws of the Universe 
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Chesapeake Chapter Membership Registration Form 

1. The form on the following page can be used to send your information to the Chesapeake Chapter 
of the New England MG-T Register for Membership Registration or other information requests.  

2. Please note that we will never supply your information to a third party, will never use your 
information for telemarketing, and will use your information solely for membership 
application/registration purposes.  

3. You must print, fill-out and mail the form to the address specified below.  You may do this by 
clicking here or by clicking on the form below (this requires the free Acrobat Reader).  

4. Our organization is a local chapter of the New England MG 'T' Register, so we must require that 
all Chapter Members also be members in the "Register." If you do not belong to the "Register," 
please request information and application forms by contacting  the "Register's" specific website: 
http://www.nemgtr.org/join.htm 

Additional Notes: 

1. Note that you do not need to own an MG T-type --- all that is required for membership is an 
interest in MG T-type and other classic automobiles!  

2.  
3. Please include all letters and numbers shown in the car and engine number boxed on the 

"maker's" plate.  
4. TD owners please note that there are three boxes on your "maker's" plate; include the information 

from all three.  
5. If the engine is a replacement, list the number of the engine actually in the car.  
6. This information is needed for the chapter's records and to correct and update the Register's files.  
7. Incomplete forms will be returned to you via your provided address, for needed corrections.  
8. If you have additional MGs, please attach additional forms as required. 

Please make check payable to: Chesapeake Chapter NEMGTR --- 
 

Send check to:  Chesapeake Chapter NEMGTR c/o Milton Babirak, 47539 Coldspring 
Place, Sterling, VA 21065-7446 
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TSR Advertisements 
 
Editor’s Note: Members of the Chesapeake Chapter of the NEMGTR are encouraged to submit classified 
ads free of charge to the Editor via e-mail or snail mail at one of the addresses shown on page 2.  
Photographs are also accepted --- digital pictures are the easiest to deal with, however!  Please let us 
know the results of your ad (did you make the sale, or find what you were looking for?).   Also, let the 
Editor know whether you want it to appear just once, or in follow-on issues of our TSR Newsletter. 
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